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T h e y s a y t h a t o n l y d e a t h a n d t a x e s 
a r e c e r t a i n , b u t t h e y m u s t n o t H v e i n 
A t l a n t a . H e r e , r o a d r a g e , c e l l p h o n e -
w i e l d i n g d r i v e r s , a n d r u s h - h o u r 
t r a f f i c j a m s o n t h e P e r i m e t e r a r e j u s t 
a s i n e v i t a b l e . L u c k i l y , t h e t i p s , t r i c k s , 
a n d s e c r e t s y o u ' l l find o n t h e f o l l o w 
i n g p a g e s w i l l m a k e g e t t i n g a r o u n d 
o u r l a b y r i n t h i n e c i t y f a s t e r , e a s i e r , 
a n d l e s s s t r e s s f u l . F i n d o u t h o w t o 
t a l k y o u r w a y o u t o f a t i c k e t , w h e r e 
t h e s h o r t c u t s a n d s p e e d t r a p s a r e , 
w h i c h c a r i s i d e a l f o r y o u r c o m m u t e , 
w h y A t l a n t a h a s n o g r i d d e d r o a d 
s y s t e m , w h a t ' s b e i n g d o n e t o f i x t h e 
t r a f f i c m e s s , h o w y o u c a n l e a r n t o l o v e 
y o u r c o m m u t e , a n d m o r e . B e c a u s e 
g e t t i n g t h e r e s h o u l d b e h a l f t h e f u n . 
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SEVEN WAYS TO 
FIX THIS MESS 
A d d u p t h e t i m e t h a t e a c h o f u s s p e n t s t u c k i n 

m e t r o - a r e a t r a f f i c i n 2 0 0 7 , a n d y o u ' l l c o m e u p w i t h 
a h o r r i f y i n g s u m : 1 0 1 , 1 6 9 , 0 0 0 h o u r s . T h a t ' s a c o l 
l e c t i v e 11,548 y e a r s o f w a s t e d t i m e a n d m o r e t h a n 
$ 2 b i l l i o n i n l o s t p r o d u c t i v i t y i n o n e y e a r . A t l a n t a 

h a s a l s o m a r k e d i t s s e v e n t h s t r a i g h t y e a r a t o p t h e 
l i s t o f f a s t e s t - g r o w i n g m e t r o a r e a s , a n d y o u d o n ' t 

h a v e t o b e a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n e x p e r t t o k n o w w h a t 
t h a t m e a n s f o r y o u r d a i l y c o m m u t e . F o r t u n a t e l y , 

t h e r e a r e a f e w s o l u t i o n s o n t h e h o r i z o n . 

»The futuristic option 
L a s t y e a r , G e o r g i a T e c h u n v e i l e d t h e 

S t i n g 1 , a b l u e P o r s c h e C a y e n n e t h a t 

o p e r a t e s w i t h o u t h u m a n i n t e r v e n t i o n . 

T h e c a r , d e s i g n e d i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n 

w i t h S c i e n c e A p p l i c a t i o n s I n t e r n a 

t i o n a l C o r p o r a t i o n , h a s s i x c a m e r a s , 

D o p p l e r r a d a r , i n f r a r e d l a s e r r a d a r , 

a n d e i g h t n e t w o r k e d c o m p u t e r s t h a t 

k n o w h o w t o s t a y i n a l a n e , p a s s c a r s , 

m e r g e i n t o t r a f f i c , m a n e u v e r t h r o u g h 

a p a r k i n g l o t , a n d a v o i d o b s t a c l e s . T h e 

m o d e m - d a y K I T T p r o b a b l y d r i v e s 

b e t t e r t h a n e v e r y o n e a r o u n d y o u o n 

G A 4 0 0 . I t m i g h t n o t g e t y o u o u t o f 

r u s h - h o u r t r a f f i c , b u t i t ' l l r e d u c e y o u r 

b l o o d p r e s s u r e w h i l e y o u w a i t . T h a f s 

t h e g o o d n e w s . T h e b a d n e w s i s t h a t 

y o u a r e n ' t g o i n g t o b e a b l e t o g e t o n e 

f o r a w h i l e . " T h e s e t y p e s o f s y s t e m s 

w i l l h e l p u s b e c o m e b e t t e r d r i v e r s , 

b u t i t ' s p r o b a b l y g o i n g t o b e a d e c a d e 

o r s o b e f o r e w e s e e f u l l y a u t o n o m o u s 

v e h i c l e s , " s a y s H e n r i k C h r i s t e n s e n , 

d i r e c t o r o f T e c h ' s C e n t e r f o r R o b o t i c s 

a n d I n t e l l i g e n t M a c h i n e s . 

»The high-tech option 
A m a g n e t i c l e v i t a t i o n ( m a g l e v ) t r a i n 

t h a t h o v e r s a c e n t i m e t e r a b o v e t h e 

t r a c k a n d t r a v e l s i n e x c e s s o f 3 0 0 

m i l e s p e r h o u r m i g h t o n e d a y r u n 

b e t w e e n A t l a n t a a n d C h a t t a n o o g a , 

e v e n t u a l l y c o n n e c t i n g t o N a s h v i l l e 

a n d p o s s i b l y e v e n C h i c a g o . S u p p o r t 

e r s s u c h a s S e n a t o r J e f f M u l l i s ( R -

C h i c k a m a u g a ) s a y t h e t r a i n w o u l d 

e a s e t r a f f i c a r o u n d H a r t s f i e l d - J a c k s o n 

a n d r e d u c e s t r a i n o n t h e a i r p o r t i t s e l f 

b y e n a b l i n g p a s s e n g e r s t o f l y i n t o 

C h a t t a n o o g a ' s L o v e l l F i e l d , w h e r e 

t h e y c o u l d p i c k u p t h e i r l u g g a g e a n d 

h o p o n a t r a i n t h a t w o u l d p u t t h e m 

i n D o w n t o w n A t l a n t a i n l e s s t h a n a n 

h o u r . A n $ 8 m i l l i o n f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d y 

i s u n d e r w a y a n d s h o u l d b e finished 

n e x t y e a r . C h a t t a n o o g a ' s n e w V o l k s 

w a g e n a s s e m b l y p l a n t h a s g i v e n t h e 

l o n g - d e b a t e d p r o j e c t a n e w u r g e n c y , 

b u t o t h e r p r o p o s e d m a g l e v l i n e s , 

s u c h a s o n e r u n n i n g f r o m L a s V e g a s 

t o A n a h e i m , w i l l p r o b a b l y b e finished 

f i r s t . I n t h e m e a n t i m e , A d a n t a n s c a n 

g e t a g l i m p s e o f a m a g l e v t r a i n w h i l e 

d r i v i n g t h e C . H . J a m e s P a r k w a y i n 

P o w d e r S p r i n g s , w h e r e A m e r i c a n 

M a g l e v T e c h n o l o g y h a s b e e n r u n n i n g 

a t e s t t r a c k s i n c e 2 0 0 7 . 

»The green options 
A f e w d i f f e r e n t t r a i n s o l u t i o n s a r e o n 

t h e t a b l e : t h e B r a i n T r a i n , t h e c o m 

m u t e r l i n e t h r o u g h M a r i e t t a a n d 

C a r t e r s v i l l e , a n d t h e L o v e j o y l i n e 

e x t e n s i o n t o G r i f f i n . T h e f i r s t o p t i o n 

w o u l d c o n n e c t U G A , G e o r g i a G w i n 

n e t t C o l l e g e , G w i n n e t t T e c h , M e r c e r , 

E m o r y , A g n e s S c o t t , A t l a n t a U n i 

v e r s i t y C e n t e r , G e o r g i a T e c h , a n d 

G e o r g i a S t a t e — t h u s i t s n e r d t a s t i c 

n a m e . B u t i t w o u l d n ' t j u s t b e u s e d 

b y a c a d e m i c s . R e p o r t s i n d i c a t e t h a t 

a s m a n y a s 1 0 , 0 0 0 c o m m u t e r s c o u l d 

u s e t h e s y s t e m d a i l y , r e m o v i n g u p t o 

5 , 3 0 0 c a r s f r o m p a c k e d p e a k - h o u r 

h i g h w a y s . M o s t o f t h e f u n d i n g w o u l d 

c o m e f r o m t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t , 

b u t a r e c e n t r e a s s e s s m e n t f o u n d 

t h a t d o u b l e - t r a c k i n g a n d s i g n i f i c a n t 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n w o u l d b e n e e d e d , p u t 

t i n g t h e c o s t a t a r o u n d $ 7 0 0 m i l l i o n , 

a s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e c o m p a r e d w i t h 

t h e p r e v i o u s $ 3 8 3 m i l l i o n e s t i m a t e . 

F a n s o f t h e M a r i e t t a / C a r t e r s v i l l e 

l i n e p o i n t t o a n A p r i l s t u d y s h o w i n g 

t h e i r l i n e ' s $ 4 2 m i l l i o n p r i c e t a g i s f a r 

m o r e r e a l i s t i c , p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n s i d e r -
We asked young Atlantans how they'd fix traffic and were rewarded with solutions 
such as this one by Marina Herrera-Pease, grade 1 , Neighborhood Charter School. 
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We asked readers to 
tell us about their 

driving experiences 
and habits. Here's 

what tliey reported: 

66% 
have commutes of 
30 minutes or less. 

90% 
regularly drive al̂  

to work. 
13% 

carpoolto work 
occasionally. 

8% 
use MARTA. 

36% 
have never been in 

an accident. 
19% 

have been in three or 
more accidents. 

69% 
claim they always 
stop at stop signs, 
even if there are no 

cars around. 
57% 

don't always use 
their turn signals to 

change lanes. 
76% 

typically drive at 
least 10 mph over 
the posted speed 
limit on highways. 

10% 
typically drive at 
least 20 mph over 
the speed limit. 

60% 
have not received a 
speeding ticket in 
the last five years. 

12% 
have received two 
or more speeding 
tickets in the last 

five years. 



i n g a p o s s i b l e n e w f u n d i n g s o u r c e — a 

s t a t e - o w n e d r a i l l i n e t h a t g e n e r a t e s 

m o r e t h a n $ 6 m i l l i o n i n l e a s e p a y 

m e n t s p e r y e a r . I f t h e s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e 

v o t e s t o g i v e u p t h a t m o n e y f o r t h e 

p r o j e c t , i t w o u l d n ' t h a v e t o a p p r o p r i a t e 

a n n u a l m o n e y t o t h e c o m m u t e r r a i l . 

D o w n s o u t h , t h e c o m m u t e r r a i l 

t o G r i f f i n h a s f o u n d a f a n i n S o n n y 

P e r d u e , w h o i n J u n e a n n o u n c e d h i s 

i n t e n t i o n t o g e t a p i l o t p r o g r a m u p 

a n d r u n n i n g . T h e g o v e r n o r e x p l a i n e d 

t h a t , u n l i k e t h e B r a i n T r a i n , t h e G r i f 

fin l i n e h a s s u b s t a n t i a l f e d e r a l f u n d s 

( a b o u t $ 3 0 m i l l i o n o f t h e e s t i m a t e d 

$ 3 8 m i l l i o n n e e d e d w i l l c o m e f r o m t h e 

f e d s ) a s w e l l a s f e w e r p r o b l e m s w h e n 

i t c o m e s t o t r a c k s h a r i n g w i t h f r e i g h t 

t r a i n s . T h e e i g h t e e n - m i l e e x t e n s i o n 

o f t h e l i n e f r o m L o v e j o y t o G r i f f i n 

i s e x p e c t e d t o i n c r e a s e ridership b y 

r e c o m m e n d e d n e a r l y e v e r y t h i n g b u t 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t b e c a u s e o f A t l a n t a ' s 

c o m p a r a t h ' e l y l o w p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y 

( o u r p o p u l a t i o n i s s k y r o c k e t i n g , b u t 

o u r b o u n d a r i e s a r e b r o a d e n i n g t o o , 

g i v i n g m e t r o A t l a n t a a l o w p e o p l e -

p e r - s q u a r e - m i l e r a t i o ) . 

T h e r e p o r t ' s a u t h o r , R o b e r t P o o l e 

J r . — w h o a d v i s e d t h e C a l i f o r n i a a n d 

F l o r i d a D O T s a s w e l l a s t h e l a s t f o u r 

W h i t e H o u s e s o n t r a n s p o r t p o l i c y 

i s s u e s — s u g g e s t s a n e w E a s t - W e s t 

t o l l c o r r i d o r t h a t w o u l d e x t e n d f r o m 

L a n g f o r d P a r k w a y a n d w o u l d p o t e n 

t i a l l y l i n k I - 2 8 S a n d I - 2 0 ; u p g r a d e s 

o f m a j o r a r t e r i a l s s u c h a s R o s w e l l 

R o a d , H o l c o m b B r i d g e , a n d P e a c h t r e e 

I n d u s t r i a l i n t o e x p r e s s w a y s w i t h 

s e m i l i m i t e d a c c e s s ; a n d g r a d e s e p a 

r a t i o n s a t m a j o r i n t e r s e c t i o n s . " T h e 

A t l a n t a R e g i o n a l C o m m i s s i o n ' s 

Ellias Kitt, grade 3, Neighborhood Charter School. Visit atlanlamagazine.com for 
more traffic solutions from Atlanta's kids. 

a b o u t 4 5 p e r c e n t — 2 , 2 0 0 a d d i t i o n a l 

r i d e r s p e r d a y — w i t h o n l y a s m a l l 

i n c r e a s e i n o p e r a t i n g c o s t s . 

>The car lovers' option 
W h e n R e a s o n F o u n d a t i o n , a C a l 

i f o r n i a - b a s e d n o n p a r t i s a n p u b l i c 

p o l i c y r e s e a r c h firm, r e c e i v e d a g r a n t 

f r o m t h e G a l v i n F o u n d a t i o n t o l o o k 

a t c o n g e s t i o n r e l i e f o p t i o n s f o r m a j o r 

U . S . c i t i e s , A t l a n t a w a s first o n i t s 

l i s t . I t s 2 0 0 6 r e p o r t t i t l e d " R e d u c i n g 

C o n g e s t i o n i n A t l a n t a : A B o l d N e w 

A p p r o a c h t o I n c r e a s i n g M o b i l i t y " 

o w n l o n g - r a n g e p l a n t o t r y t o p r o 

v i d e m o r e t r a n s i t a l t e r n a t i v e s s a i d i t 

w o u l d h a r d l y m a k e a d i f f e r e n c e i n 

t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f p e o p l e w h o u s e t h e 

c a r — m o s t l y a l o n e , " s a y s P o o l e . " A n d 

g i v e n t h a t r e a l i t y , I t h i n k a s o l u t i o n t o 

t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n h a s g o t t o i n v o l v e a 

l o t m o r e h i g h w a y c a p a c i t y . " 

A c c o r d i n g t o a n e x e r c i s e r u n o n 

A t i a n t a R e g i o n a l C o m m i s s i o n ' s t r a f 

fic a s s i g n m e n t m o d e l , a t o t a l o f 2 , 6 1 3 

l a n e m i l e s w o u l d h a v e t o b e a d d e d 

b e t w e e n 2 0 0 5 a n d 2 0 3 0 t o k e e p u p 

w i t h p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h . T h a t w o u l d 

How to 
Get Out of 
a Speeding 
Ticket 
Lying, crying, batting your eyelashes—these tactics work 
about as well on highway patrol officers as they did on your 
mama. You're better off heeding Mom's time-honored advice: 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS COUNT 
When those blue lights 
come on, you shouldn't 
make the officer tail you for 
miles, but neither should 
you swerve onto a narrow 
shoulder at the bend of 
a curve. Wait for a safe 
opportunity, signal your 
lane change, and move to 
the right. Keep in mind that 
the officer doesn't know if 
you're late for your kid's 
soccer game or fleeing a 
drug bust. You can take 
some of the pressure off 
by keeping both hands on 
the wheel, with paperwork 
ready and accessible. "Any 
time you start going to the 
glove box or console, tell 
him before you open it so 
he's not surprised," says 
Lieutenant Paul Cosper, 
public information officer 
for the Georgia State Patrol. 
REMEMBER YOUR MANNERS 
Sure, you're flustered, but 
try to be friendly. "If your 
personalities just happen to 
click, the officer may let you 

go," says R. David Botts, 
an attorney with thirty 
years' experience in traffic 
defense. A simple "sir" or 
"ma'am" helps. And unless 
you're absolutely certain 
there's been a mistake, don't 
argue. "When you tell an 
officer his laser is wrong, 
he won't pay any more 
attention to you," he says. 

ASK NICELY The most 
effective strategy is also 
the most easily overlooked. 
Don't just hope for a b reak -
ask for one. If the offense 
wasn't egregious or your 
record is clean, there's a 
good chance the officer mill 
let you off with a warning. 
Can't afford an insurance 
hike? Say so. One less mile 
per hour and you keep your 
license? Plead for mercy. "It 
doesn't hurt to ask, 'Please 
don't write me a ticket.' You 
give your reasons, and [the 
officer] will or he won't, 
but it's always nice to be 
courteous. That goes a long 
way," says Cosper. 
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m e a n a d d i n g a n a v e r a g e o f s i x t y - s i x 

f r e e w a y l a n e m i l e s p e r y e a r , e v e n 

m o r e t h a n t h e s i x t y - f o u r p e r y e a r 

a d d e d b e t w e e n 1 9 8 3 a n d 1 9 9 2 . 

»The underground option 
Y o u m a y a s k y o u r s e l f w h e r e w e c o u l d 

p o s s i b l y fit 2 , 6 1 3 a d d i t i o n a l l a n e m i l e s . 

S o m e o f i t w o u l d b e a d d e d t o e x i s t i n g 

h i g h w a y s . A n d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e R e a 

s o n F o u n d a t i o n , s o m e o f i t s h o u l d g o 

u n d e r g r o u n d . T h e f o u n d a t i o n r e c o m 

m e n d s a d o u b l e - d e c k e r t u n n e l l i n k i n g 

t h e s o u t h e r n e n d o f G A 4 0 0 w i t h 1 - 2 0 

a n d l a t e r w i t h t h e n o r t h e r n e n d o f I -

6 7 5 . W i t h a d i a m e t e r o f f o r t y - f i v e f e e t , 

t h e t u n n e l w o u l d f e a t u r e t h r e e e l e v e n -

f o o t l a n e s a n d a n o v e r h e a d c l e a r a n c e 

o f t w e l v e f e e t f o r b u s e s . " W e ' l l l o o k a t 

t u n n e l s , s k y w a y s , a n y t h i n g a n y o n e 

c a n t h i n k o f , " s a y s G D O T s p o k e s m a n 

D a v i d S p e a r . " T h e r e a U t y o f t h e t v m -

n e l i s i t ' s a n e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y e x p e n s i v e 

p r o p o s i t i o n , b u t fi:om a n e n g i n e e r i n g 

s t a n d p o i n t , i t ' s v i a b l e . " A n d c h a n c e s 

a r e , i t ' d b e e v e n m o r e e x p e n s i v e a n d 

c o m p l i c a t e d t h a n w e t h i n k . J u s t a s k 

B o s t o n ; t h a t c i t y ' s t u n n e l i n g p r o j e c t 

( t h e B i g D i g ) b a l l o o n e d i n c o s t f r o m 

$ 2 . 8 b i l l i o n t o $ 2 2 b i l l i o n , s p r a n g h u n 

d r e d s o f l e a k s , a n d k i l l e d a m o t o r i s t 

w h e n p a r t o f i t s c e i l i n g c o l l a p s e d i n 

2 0 0 6 . I t i s , a t t h e v e r y l e a s t , a c a u t i o n 

a r y t a l e w o r t h n o t i n g . 

»Tlie pay-to-play option 
I n N o v e m b e r , t h e U . S . D e p a r t m e n t 

S U R V E Y 

40% 
will block an inter
section when they 

are in a hurry. 
12% 

merge as late as pos
sible when their lane 

is ending. 

72% 
merge as soon as 

possible when their 
lane {sending. 

72% 
gawk at accidents. 

47% 
will not drive even a 
short distance if they 
have had one or two 

drinks. 

5% 
have received a DUI. 

16% 
have flirted with or 

hit on another driver 
in traffic. More than 
a few reported that 
the object of their 
affection smiled 

back and/or offered 
a phone number. 

"Someone flashed 
a '10' on a piece of 
paper and pointed 

to me. I blushed and 
kept driving!" 

A) 

Ella Wilcox, kindergarten. Neighborhood Charter School 

l^arlis Flinn, Sydney Warren, Kathryn Goodgame, grade 6, 
The Children's School. 

o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r k e d o v e r a $ 1 1 0 j 

m i l l i o n g r a n t t o h e l p r e d u c e A t l a n t a ' s 

t r a f f i c m i s e r y . G e o r g i a w i l l s p e n d p a r t 

o f t h e f u n d s o n c o m m u t e r b u s e s a n d 

p a r k - a n d - r i d e f a c i l i t i e s , b u t w i l l a l s o 

t r a n s f o r m h i g h - o c c u p a n c y v e h i c l e 1 

l a n e s t o h i g h - o c c u p a n c y t o U l a n e s . ' 

H O T l a n e s , t h e f i r s t o f w h i c h 

w i l l o p e n o n I - 8 S f r o m I - 2 8 5 t o O l d 

P e a c h t r e e R o a d i n t h e n e x t t w o y e a r s , 

e n a b l e h u r r i e d d r i v e r s t o p a y a p r e m i 

u m t o c r u i s e p a s t s t a l l e d t r a f f i c — a c o n 

t r o v e r s i a l s y s t e m s u p p o r t e d b y o n l y 3 8 

p e r c e n t o f r e s p o n d e n t s i n Atlanta 

m a g a z i n e ' s t r a f f i c s u r v e y . G D O T ' s 

l o n g - t e r m p l a n i s t o c r e a t e a n e t w o r k o f 

p r i c e d e x p r e s s l a n e s a c r o s s t h e m e t r o 

a r e a f o r b u s e s , d r i v e r s w h o a r e w i l l i n g 

t o p a y t o l l s b a s e d o n c o n g e s t i o n , a n d 

h i g h - o c c u p a n c y v e h i c l e s — t h o u g h t h e | 

d e f i n i t i o n o f " h i g h o c c u p a n c y " m a y ' 

c h a n g e t o v e h i c l e s w i t h a t l e a s t t h r e e 

o r f o u r p a s s e n g e r s . 

I n L . A . , h o m e o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s w o r s t 

c o n g e s t i o n , d r i v e r s p a y fifty c e n t s a 

m i l e o n s i m i l a r l a n e s d u r i n g m o r n i n g ! 

p e a k h o u r s , s e v e n t y t o e i g h t y c e n t s i n 

t h e a f t e r n o o n , a n d a s m u c h a s n i n e t y 

c e n t s a m i l e f o r a c o u p l e o f r e a l l y s t i c k y 

h o u r s o n F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n s . P o o l e 

s a y s , " W e t h i n k A t l a n t a ' s t o l l s w o u l d 

b e l e s s t h a n h a l f o f w h a t L . A . ' s n e e d t o 

b e . " G D O T a n d t h e S t a t e R o a d & T o l l -

w a y A u t h o r i t y ( S R T A ) a r e s t u d y i n g 

p r i c i n g . A n S R T A s u r v e y f o u n d t h a t 

4 0 p e r c e n t o f d r i v e r s w o u l d p a y fifty 

c e n t s p e r m i l e f o r a f i v e - m i n u t e s a v 

i n g s , 6 5 p e r c e n t t o s a v e t e n m i n u t e s , 

a n d 7 0 p e r c e n t t o s a v e fifteen m i n u t e s . 

T h e r e w o u l d s t i l l b e a f e w p e o p l e w i t h 

a r g u a b l y m o r e m o n e y t h a n s e n s e 

w h o ' d b e w U l i n g t o p a y m o r e t h a n $ 3 

p e r m i l e f o r a n y time s a v i n g s a t a l l . 

»The quick option 
G D O T i s m o r e t h a n h a l f w a y t h r o u g h 

i t s F a s t F o r w a r d p l a n . I t i n v o l v e s 

l a r g e - s c a l e p r o j e c t s s u c h a s t h e c o m 

p l e t e d P e r i m e t e r C e n t e r P a r k w a y 

B r i d g e o v e r I - 2 8 5 o n t h e n o r t h s i d e , 

w h i c h h a s d r a m a t i c a l l y e a s e d b l o c k 

a g e i n t h e A s h f o r d D u n w o o d y C o r 

r i d o r , a n d G w i n n e t t ' s I - 8 5 / G A 3 1 6 

i n t e r c h a n g e , w h i c h h a s r a i s e d s p e e d s 

b y a s m u c h a s 6 4 p e r c e n t i n s o m e 

a r e a s d u r i n g r u s h h o u r . T h e F a s t F o r 

w a r d p r o g r a m i s s p e n d i n g $ 2 1 1 m i l 

l i o n t o e x p a n d G e o r g i a ' s I n t e l l i g e n t 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S y s t e m ( N a v i G A t o r ) 

a n d i n c r e a s e t h e n u m b e r o f H i g h 

w a y E m e r g e n c y R e s p o n s e O p e r a t o r s 

( H E R O ) b y f o r t y - f o u r u n i t s a s w e l l 

a s $ 1 1 6 m i l l i o n t o s y n c h r o n i z e a b o u t 

2 , 5 0 0 t r a f f i c s i g n a l s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

m e t r o a r e a . P l u s — l o v e ' e m o r h a t e 

' e m — r a m p m e t e r s , m a n y a l r e a d y i n 

p l a c e a n d m a n y m o r e t o c o m e , a r e 

e x p e c t e d t o r e d u c e p e a k d e l a y s b y 

7 p e r c e n t . I n t h e n i n e m o n t h s s i n c e 

m e t e r s w e r e a d d e d t o t h e D o v m t o w n 

C o n n e c t o r , e n g i n e e r s h a v e s e e n a 

o n e - m i n u t e d e c r e a s e i n t r a v e l t i m e 

b e t w e e n B r o o k w o o d a n d t h e G r a d y 

C u r v e . —KIMBERLY TURNER 
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Mechanics of a Wreck 
YOUR DRIVE TO AND FROM WORK IS A TANGLED WEB OF CAUSE AND EFFECT. H e r e , w e b r e a k d o w n a t y p i c a l c a r w r e c k i n A d a n t a a n d 

s h o w h o w i t a f f e c t s y o u , w h e t h e r y o u ' r e d i r e c d y i n v o l v e d o r b e a t i n g y o u r fists o n t h e w h e e l t e n m i l e s b a c k . 

If you're in a wreck and the car is drivable, it's vital that you pull to the side of 
the road. Not only vrill it save others time—the Georgia DOT estimates that 
for every minute a lane is blocked, it takes three to seven minutes for traffic 
to recover—but it might save lives. Fifteen percent to 25 percent of all freeway 
accidents are secondary crashes, according to GDOT. 

GDOT's Transportation Management Center, which dispatches the HERO 
trucks, monitors our roads with a complex "intelligent transportation sys
tem" called NaviGAtor Using video cameras installed every one-third mile 
on metro interstates and a technology called cell phone probe data (see page 
6 4 ) , plus tips from patrolling HEROs and bystanders who've dialed the 5 U 
hotline, the TMC is often the first to know of an incident. They'll alert 9 U 
and vice versa; they have similar reciprocity with media outlets. Once the 
TMC locates an incident, they keep a close watch—which means when you're 
standing there on the side of the road, not only does that big yellow truck have 
your back, but operators in a Grant Park control room probably do too. Big 
Brother never seemed so benevolent. 

Several types of support will arrive in the order they were notified. Depend
ing on the severity, the dispatcher will contact the appropriate agencies—law 
enforcement, EMS, fire, HERO trucks. On the scene, police will determine if 
additional services—towing and recovery, hazardous materials cleanup—are 
needed. In January, HERO services averaged eleven minutes' response time 
to automobile incidents and thirteen minutes in roadway clearance time. 

According to the 2 0 0 7 Urban Mobility Report by the Texas Transportation 
Institute, gridlock in Atlanta cost drivers a combined $2,58 billion in 2 0 0 5 , 

primarily in opportunity costs and wasted fuel. The report also calculates 
the average per-hour value of our time at $14.60. So if one minute of one lane 
blockage requires up to seven minutes' recover)' time, as GDOT reports, then 
a thirty-minute single-lane blockage could cost the average commuter up to 
$51.10 in lost time—more if multiple lanes are involved. No wonder we have 
road rage. 

1 ^ w ^ ^ I ji V mm p Q We will get letters. Oh yes, we will. Unhappy letters from those who think that now—in this, the Age of Fluctuating Fuel 
m J ^ L #\ M t ll the Era of Melting Glaciers, the Epoch of Rush-Hour Standstills-is certainly not the time to be encouraging 

Atlantans to get into their cars. They'll wonder how we dare to ad\ise on which cars are best, which roads the fastest, 
which intersections the most dangerous, without also discussing the merits of public transit. So we'U explain: We are green. We produced a "green" issue. We 
covered MARTA's woes, the BeltLine's progress, and the city's transit challenges. We recycle our Coke cans. But we're also realists. We know you understand the 
Iwnefits of public transit. We also know that come tomorrow morning, the vast majority of you will get into your car and go to work. So let's make the most of it. 
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Who the Heck Was Juan Ponce de Leon? 
T h e s t o r i e s b e h i n d A t i a n t a ' s s t r e e t n a m e s . 

STREET NAMESAKE WHY THE NAME? DID YOU KNOW... IF WE NAMED IT TODAY... 

PONCE DE 
LEON AVENUE 

Juan Ponce 
de Leon 

Railroad workers believed the freshwater 
spring now buried under The Sears Build
ing (City Hall East) had medicinal proper
ties, and it was aptly renamed Ponce de 
Leon Springs after the Spanish explorer 
who sought the Fountain of Youth. 
Between 1870 and 1920, thousands flocked 
there to swim and take a healing gulp. 

A wdldly popular amusement 
park was built in the valley 
around the springs. It featured 
picnic grounds, dance halls, 
rides, and a theater and earned 
the nickname "The Coney 
Island of Atlanta." 

Today, Atlanta's healing water 
is bubbly, caramel in color, and 
quenches the thirst of folks around 
the world. Time to pay a visit to 
Pembey-Highland? No offense, 
Poncey, but the father of Coca-Cola 
gets this one: Pembcrton Avenue^^ 

HANK AARON 
DRIVE 

LUCKIE 
STREET 

CASTLEBERRY 
STREET 

PACES FERRY 
ROAD 

The street that houses Turner Field 
honors Hank's remarkable home run 

Henry record. Henry "Hank" Aaron was wearing 
"Hank" an Atlanta Braves uniform when he broke 
Aaron the record in 1974 and finished his career 

with 755 home runs, the street address of 
Turner FieU. 

Solomon "Sam" Luckie, an African 
American barber andoneoffew freed 

Solomon slavesin Atlanta during the civil War era, 
"Sam" was killed by a bombshell at the comer of 
Luckie Whitehall and Alabama streets. 

In 1821, Daniel Casdeberry is believed 
to have won the real estate hot spot sur-

Daniel rounding this street (Castleberry Hill) in 
Castleberry a land lottery. Now diere's an idea for the 

Georgia Lottery folks. 

Long before anyone ever dealt with rush 
hour on the Connector, Hardy Pace 

Hardy Pace operated one of many vital ferry lines 
across the Hooch. An iron bridge replaced 
the ferry in 1904. 

As the home runs added up, 
so did the racist hate mail from 
those who did not want a black 
man to break Babe Ruth's 
record. Lewis Grizzard wrote 
an obituary for Hank—just 

Local pop-rock band Cartel has 
a song called "Luckie Street." 
Butch Walker has an album 
tided Lcavin' the Gaine on Luckie 
Street, and there's even an R&B 
party band that shares the 
streefs moniker. 

hi the mid-nineteenth century-, 
Casdeberry Hill, plagued by 
prostitution, gambling, and 
cockfighting, became a red-light 
district known as Snake Nation. 

Pace was t h o u ^ t to have 
owned at least 10.000 acres 
from Smyrna to Buckhead. 

There's no replacing this one. We 
kjvc McCann and Chipper, but 
Aaron is a living legend! 

Somehow, Solomon Street, 
seems more appropriate. 

i i 
The snake oil salesmen have 
packed their bags, and gallery 
owners have moved in. hi homage 
to the antiquated railroad district 
and now-bustling art scene, our 
vote goes to Canvas Station. 

Home Depot corporate headquar
ters claims this one: Marcus Blank 
Hammer Road. 

CELL 
RESEARCH 
HELICOPTERS ARE SO PASS^. Thanks 
to two Atlanta-based companies, 
Intellione and AirSage, the tool used 
for the next generation of traffic 
prediction and reporting is in your 
bag or pocket right now. When your 
cell phone—and the other 2 2 0 million 
or so across the country—is on, it 
is constantly sending out signals 
that can be used to determine your 
location. If enough of those signals 

are on the road, they can reveal the 
density and speed of traffic. 

It may sound like a 
privacy nightmare, but 
both companies ensure that 
no personal information 
is gathered. "The data we 
receive is anonymous and 
aggregated before we see 
it," says Tom Bouwer, COO 
of AirSage, which uses its 
agreement with wireless 
carrier Sprint Nextel to 
collect data from more than 
51 million phones, then sends it to 
businesses such as Westwood One, 

which provides traffic information 
for more than 2,200 radio and 

television stations. Intellione 
shares its information with 
Canadian radio and television 
stations and others. 

Both companies are 
working on applications that 
will make their live traffic 
updates available to ordinary 
drivers. Intellione's io vector 
can be used on any cell phone 
with a data plan, regardless 
of carrier, and enables drivers 

to monitor as many as ten regular 
routes. The free downloadable appli

cation, which also helps users find 
alternate routes, local businesses, and 
special offers, is scheduled to he avail
able in thirty cities by June, but the 
company may give its hometovm of 
Atlanta a thirty-day sneak peek dur
ing the first week of May. 

AirSage's application will also 
provide drivers with specific traffic 
and routing information, helping 
them choose better routes and avoid 
traffic jams. A phone-fnendly version 
is in the works and will be available 
within the next few months. 

For more information, visit 
intelIione.com orairsage.com. 
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Q&A 
TODD LONG 

TODD LONG KNOWS MORE ABOUT GEORGIA TRAFFIC 
t h a n a n y s a n e p e r s o n s h o u l d . H e i s t h e G e o r g i a R e g i o n a l 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y ' s d e p u t y d i r e c t o r o f b u s i n e s s 

o p e r a t i o n s a n d a l s o s p e n t e i g h t e e n y e a r s w o r k i n g f o r t h e 

G e o r g i a D e p a r t m e n t o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . L o n g r e c e n t l y 

t o o k t i m e t o s h a r e h i s i n s i g h t — w h i l e s t u c k i n a t r a f f i c j a m . 

B e h o n e s t . I s t h e r e a n y h o p e f o r A t l a n t a ' s t r a f f i c s y s -

e m ? T h e r e ' s a l w a > ' s h o p e ! O n e o f t h e b i g p r o b l e m s i s t h a t 

t h e r e h a s n ' t b e e n a n y s i g n i f i c a n t e x p a n s i o n s i n c e b e f o r e 

t h e O l y m p i c s . T h e p r o b l e m i s t h a t t h e r e ' s s i m p l y n o t 

e n o u g h m o n e y t o m a i n t a i n w h a t w e ' v e g o t n o w o v e r t h e 

n e x t t e n t o t w e n t y y e a r s , t o s a y n o t h i n g o f d e v e l o p i n g n e w 

r o a d s . A n d s i n c e e x p a n s i o n i s s o d i f f i c u l t a n d e x p e n s i v e , 

w h a t t h e s t a t e i s w o r k i n g o n i s d e m a n d m a n a g e m e n t . I f 

w e ' v e g o t six l a n e s t o w o r k wiih, h o w d o w e b e t t e r m a n a g e 

t h o s e s i x l a n e s ? 

H o w i s t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e l a n e s b e i n g i m p r o v e d ? 

O n e d e m a n d m a n a g e m e n t t o o l t h a t G R T A i s m v o l v e d 

S T R E E T S M A R T S 

^ 1 

w i t h i n v o l v e s c l e a r i n g a c c i d e n t s s o o n e r 

u s i n g t h e T o w i n g a n d R e c o v e r y I n c e n t i v e 

P r o g r a m ( T R I P ) . W h e n t h e r e ' s a m a j o r 

a c c i d e n t , a t o w i n g c o m p a n y c a n g e t a n 

i n c e n t i v e i f t h e y g e t t o t h e s i t e a n d c l e a r 

t h e t r a v e l l a n e s i n a c e r t a i n t i m e f r a m e . 

D u r i n g p e a k h o u r s , t h e o p e r a t o r m u s t 

a r r i v e o n t h e s c e n e w i t h i n t h i r t y m i n u t e s 

a n d h a v e t h e t r a v e l l a n e s c l e a r e d w i t h i n 

n i n e t y m i n u t e s o f b e i n g g i v e n t h e n o t i c e 

t o p r o c e e d b y t h e H E R O o p e r a t o r . W h a t 

w e ' v e s e e n i s t h a t w h e n y o u c o m p a r e s i m i 

l a r i n c i d e n t s fi-om 2 0 0 7 t o 2 0 0 8 , t h e T R I P 

p r o g r a m c u t a n a v e r a g e o f 1 6 3 m i n u t e s p e r 

i n c i d e n t o f f t h e r o a d w a y c l e a r a n c e t i m e . 

T h e b e n e f i t s a r e o b v i o u s , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n 

y o u c o n s i d e r t h a t a m a j o r i n c i d e n t c a n c o s t 

$ 3 6 0 , 0 0 0 i n l o s t t i m e d u r i n g p e a k h o u r s . I t 

a l s o c u t s d o w n o n t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f a s e c 

o n d a r y i n c i d e n t ; s t u d i e s h a v e s h o w n t h a t 

f o r e v e r y o n e m i n u t e o f l a n e b l o c k a g e , t h e 

c h a n c e s o f a s e c o n d a r y i n c i d e n t i n c r e a s e 

b y 2 . 8 p e r c e n t . 

W h a t can w e e x p e c t i n t h e l o n g t e r m ? W e n e e d t o m a n 

a g e t h e d e m a n d b y m a x i m i z i n g c a p a c i t y , a n d f o r t h a t 

r e a s o n y o u ' r e n o t g o i n g t o s e e m u c h , i f a n y , e x p a n s i o n 

b e i n g d e v o t e d t o s i n g l e - o c c u p a n c y c a r s i n t h e f u t u r e . W e 

a l s o n e e d t o g e t t h e t r u c k s o u t o f A t l a n t a . A n y o n e g o i n g 

n o r t h - s o u t h o r e a s t - w e s t a c r o s s t h e s t a t e h a s t o g o t h r o u g h 

A t l a n t a , a n d t h a t j u s t a d d s t o o u r p r o b l e m s . W e n e e d t o 

d e v e l o p a n e w r o a d t h a t c o r m e c t s M a c o n a n d C h a t t a n o o g a 

b u t b y p a s s e s A d a n t a . 

S o w h a t ' s t h e w o r s t - c a s e s c e n a r i o ? T h r e e - h o u r c o m 

m u t e s ? L o n g c o m m u t e s , y e s , b u t t h e w o r s t - c a s e s c e n a r i o 

i s t h a t c o m p a n i e s d e c i d e t h a t i t ' s n o t w o r t h t h e i n v e s t m e n t 

t o p u t m o n e y i n t o A t i a n t a o r k e e p a p r e s e n c e h e r e w h e n 

t h e i r e m p l o y e e s c a n ' t g e t t o w o r k . W e w a n t t o d o e v e r y 

t h i n g w e c a n t o k e e p t h a t h o p e l e s s n e s s f r o m t a k i n g h o l d . 

8SK 
sing in the car. 

49% 
sing in the car, even 

with a passenger. 

Five most-despised 
drivers: 

Slow drivers 32% 
Drivers who don't 

signal 20% 
Distracted 

drivers 16% 
Impatient/speedy 

drivers 7% 
Tailgaters 7% 

22% 
tailgate at least 

occasionally. 

47% 
tap their brakes 
when the driver 

behind them is fol
lowing too closely. 

"I'll turn on my 
headlights, which 
brightens my tail-

hghts without 
having to apply the 

brakes." 

S2% 
move to another 

lane if they are being 
tailgated. 

34% 
slow down when 

they are tailgated. 

8% 
speed up when they 
are being tailgated. 
Maybe it's not such 
an effective way to 

hurry someone along 
after alL 

52% 
do not slow 

ô the marked 
speed limit in 

construction 
zones. 
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BABY, CAN 
I DRIVE 

YOUR CAR? 
T H E G U Y I N T H E V W B U G B E S I D E Y O U i s W a v i n g m a d l y , t r y i n g to 

m e r g e . D o y o u l e t h i m ? W h a t i f h e w e r e i n a c a r w o r t h t w i c e y o u r 

a n n u a l s a l a r y ? O u r i n t r e p i d d r i v e r f i n d s o u t h o w f o u r d i f f e r e n t s e t s 

o f w h e e l s f a r e o n A d a n t a ' s ( s o m e t i m e s ) m e a n s t r e e t s . 

1991 Chevrolet Astro Van 
O l d v a n s a r e g o o d f o r p l e n t y o f t h i n g s — c a r p o o l s , m a k e s h i f t l i v i n g 

( a n d l o v i n g ) s p a c e s , h i g h s c h o o l a r t p r o j e c t s i n v o l v i n g s m a l l o b j e c t s 

a n d l o t s o f g l u e — b u t n o t f o r a t t r a c t i n g e n v y o r r e s p e c t . T h e d e n t e d 

o l d v a n , a f f e c t i o n a t e l y k n o w n b y i t s A n s l e y P a r k o w n e r s a s T h e 

D u s t b u s t e r a n d B l u e b e r r y , w a s a c k n o w l e d g e d o n l y w h e n i t s t a l l e d 

at a n i n t e r s e c t i o n . T h e g u y s e l l i n g flowers a t t h e c o m e r o f M o n r o e 

a n d P i e d m o n t — w h e r e i t b r i e f l y p l a y e d d e a d — i g n o r e d m y d i s t r e s s 

s i g n a l s . L a t e r , a s I w a s l e a v i n g t h e K r i s p y K r e m e d r i v e - t h r u o n 

P o n c e d e L e o n , a h o m e l e s s m a n w h o ' d b e e n a s k i n g o t h e r d r i v e r s f o r 

m o n e y j u s t n o d d e d w h e n I d r o v e b y . S w i t c h i n g l a n e s w o u l d h a v e 

b e e n e a s i e r i f I ' d h a d flares o r f r e e R e d B u l l t o g i v e a w a y . S a m e w i t h 

g e t t i n g t h e w o m e n I p a s s e d t o l o o k a t m e w i t h i n t e r e s t . S t i l l , I h a d 

p l e n t y o f r o o m t o s t r e t c h o u t a n d e n j o y t h e i r i n d i S ' e r e n c e . 

2007 BMW M6 Coupe 
T h i s m i d l i f e - c r i s i s m a c h i n e , w h i c h r e s i d e s i n B u c k h e a d , i s a 

r a c e c a r w i t h a s o p h i s t i c a t e d ( i f s l i g h t l y 

r e p r e s s e d ) p e r s o n a l i t y . I t i s n o t s i l v e r , 

i t ' s titanium. I t h a s n o t e i g h t c y l i n d e r s -

e n o u g h f o r m o s t s p e e d j u n k i e s — b u t ten. 

Y o u g e t t h e i d e a . D r i v i n g b y t h e flower g u y 

a g a i n , I w a s h a i l e d h k e a 7 4 7 a t H a r t s f i e l d -

J a c k s o n . I b o u g h t a flower f o r t h e t r o p h y 

w i f e I a n t i c i p a t e d a t t r a c t i n g a n d c o n t i n 

u e d d o w n M o n r o e . C h a n g i n g l a n e s w a s 

e a s y , b u t o n l y b e c a u s e o f t h e 5 0 0 h o r s e s 

u n d e r t h e h o o d . F o l k s w e r e n ' t k e e n o n 

g i v i n g m e , t h e p r e s u m e d a s s h o l e i n t h e 

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 c a r , a n y h e l p o r d i r e c t i o n ( " w h y 

d o n ' t y o u u s e y o u r o n b o a r d G P S ? " o n e 

m a n s n a r l e d ) . I d i d n ' t b l a m e t h e m b u t w a s 

s a d d e n e d t o o n c e a g a i n find m y s e l f a l o n e . 

F e e l i n g b e y o n d t h e c o m f o r t s o f K r i s p y 

K r e m e , I d r o v e t o a g e n t l e m e n ' s c l u b o n 

C h e s h i r e B r i d g e , w h e r e I w a s w a r m l y 

r e c e i v e d b y t h e v a l e t . T h e m a c h i n e w a s , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , p a r k e d 

o u t f r o n t . S h o u l d h a v e t a k e n t h e v a n . 

2006 Toyota Highlander Hybrid SUV 
D r i v i n g a r o u n d B u c k h e a d ' s H u m m e r - p a t r o U e d s t r e e t s i n a n o n -

A m e r i c a n h y b r i d i s o n e t h i n g . . . b u t a T o y o t a h y b r i d w i t h a n 

O b a m a b u m p e r s t i c k e r ? S u b v e r s i v e ! H e a d i n g n o r t h o n P e a c h t r e e , 

I s p o t t e d a n E s c a l a d e w i t h a M c C a i n s t i c k e r a n d a s k e d d i r e c t i o n s 

t o M a n u e l ' s T a v e r n . T h e d r i v e r h a d n e v e r h e a r d o f i t . I c u t m y 

l o s s e s a n d d r o v e t o t h e n e a r b y C a p i t a l G r i l l e , a g r e a t p l a c e t o c a t c h 

The O'Reilly Factor w i t h t h e b o y s . I t o o k s a t i s f a c t i o n i n c u t t i n g o f f 

a C h e v y T a h o e v y i n g f o r a p a r k i n g s p o t n e a r t h e d o o r a n d w a s 

p r e t t y s u r e I h e a r d t h e d r i v e r m u t t e r " t y p i c a l " a s I w a l k e d b y . B a c k 

o n t h e r o a d , I t o o k a s p i n d o w n B o u l e v a r d h o p i n g t o s q u a r e o f f 

a g a i n s t s o m e l o w r i d e r s . U n a b l e t o find a n y , I s t o p p e d a t a g a s s t a 

t i o n , w h e r e a n a t t e n d a n t w h o o f f e r e d t o p u m p m y g a s a s k e d , " H o w 

m a n y m i l e s a g a l l o n y o u g e t ? " " J u s t 1 9 , " I r e p l i e d . " W e U , " h e s a i d , 

" a t l e a s t y o u ' r e t r y i n g . " 

2006 Volkswagen Beetle Convertible 
T h i s c a r c o m e s w i t h a l i t t l e flower v a s e b e s i d e t h e s t e e r i n g w h e e l , 

s o I g a v e m y fickle f r i e n d o n t h e c o m e r o f M o n r o e a n d P i e d m o n t 

m o r e b u s i n e s s . H e r e c e i v e d m e k i n d l y t h i s t i m e . I a l s o r e c e i v e d 

f a r m o r e f r i e n d l y s t a r e s f r o m p a s s e r s b y i n t h e A n s l e y M a U a r e a . 

A p p a r e n t l y , t h e B u g i s i m p o s s i b l y l i k e a b l e , n o m a t t e r t h e c y n i c 

i t m a y h a r b o r . I t s D e c a t u r o w n e r s a i d i t ' s e v e n m o r e o f a f r i e n d -

m a k e r w i t h t h e t o p d o w n , b u t i t w a s t o o c o l d — a n d I w a s t o o i n s e 

c u r e — t o t r y i t . A t T h e V a r s i t y , I p a r k e d a n d a t e m y F r o s t e d O r a n g e 

a n d c h i l i c h e e s e d o g b e s i d e a p i c k u p t r u c k w i t h a c o u p l e o f g o o d 

o l d b o y s w h o ' d m a d e t h e t r i p u p f r o m B u t l e r , G e o r g i a . T h e y l o o k e d 

a t m e w i t h a m i x t u r e o f s y m p a t h y a n d d i s d a i n . " I ' v e n e v e r s e e n a 

f e U a i n o n e o f t h e m b e f o r e , " o n e s a i d t o t h e o t h e r . " I t ' s n o t m i n e , " 

I m u r m u r e d . " B u t i t d r i v e s w e U . " H e w a s n ' t s a t i s f i e d : " W h o ' s t h e 

flower f o r ? " L o n g s t o r y . — C H A R L E S B E T H E A 
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Daily Dose of 
Depressing News 
H e r e m e t r o A t l a n t a ' s a n n u a l t r a f f i c f a t a l i t i e s a n d s e r i o u s 

i n j u r i e s a r e b r o k e n d o v M i b y c o u n t y . 

County Fatalities Serious Injuries 
Fulton U7 959 
Gwinnett 80 .377 

DeKalb 78 .393 

Cobb 6a 235 
Clayton 34 142 

Henry 25 106 
Cherokee 21 87 
Douglas 20 91 
Rockdale 15 54 
Fayette 7 4 

Metro Atlanta's Most Dangerous Intersections 
1 O l d Dixie Highway at U p p e r Riverdale R o a d (Clayton) 

64 mjuiies, 1 serious 
2. T a r a B o u l e v a r d at Mt. Z i o n R o a d (Clayton) 

47 uijuries, 1 serious 
3 B u f o r d D r i v e at Satellite B o u l e v a r d (Gwinnett) 

45 injuries, 2 serious 
A Northside D r i v e at H a m p t o n Street (Fulton) 

44 injuries, 4 serious 
5. L a w r e n c e v i l l e Highway at N o r t h D r u i d H i l l s R o a d 

(DeKalb), 43 injuries, 1 serious 
' Gwinnett G A 317 at Satellite B o u l e v a r d 

(Gwinnett), 42 injuries, i serious 
7 Cobb P a r k w a y at W i n d y H i l l R o a d (Cobb) 

41 injuries, o serious 
"• G r a y s o n Highway at S c e n i c Highway (Gwinnett) 

41 injuries, o serious 
>. Covington Highway at P a n o l a R o a d (DeKalb) 

40 injuries, 1 serious 
10 I n d i a n T r a i l - L i l b u m R o a d at O a k b r o o k P a r k w a y 

(Gwinnett), 40 injuries, 4 serious 

Metro Atlanta's Deadliest Intersections 
' C r u s e R o a d at Pleasant H i l l R o a d (Gwinnett) 

2 fatalities 
Cobb P a r k w a y at Bells F e r r y R o a d (Cobb) 
2 fatalities 

'5- Piedmont Avenue at Pulton C S 3694-03 (Fulton) 
2 fatalities 

4 B r o w n s Mil l R o a d at E v a n s M i l l R o a d (DeKalb) 
2 fatalities 

; Gwinnett County Road 18 at Peachtree I n d u s t r i a l 
B o u l e v a r d (Gwinnett), 2 fatalities 

<>. Covington Highway at M e r c e r R o a d (DeKalb) 
2 fatalities 

7. Spalding D r i v e at Nesbit F e r r y R o a d (Fulton) 
2 fatalities 

AII statistic! based on averages ofthe last huo years of ova liable 
data from the Georgia Department ofTransportation. 

S U R V E Y 

46% 
experience road 

rage. 

65% 
are more likely to 

use profanity when 
they're alone. 

50% 
have made an 

obscene gesture at 
another driver. 

"I make them inside 

my car where no 
one can see them. I 
make them at bum
per stickers 1 don't 

agree with or at slow 
drivers." 

Counties with 
the worst drivers 

(according to survey 
respondents): 

Fulton 9 % 
Gwinnett 8% 
Clayton 4 % 
DeKalb 4 % 
Cobb 3% 

70% 
think drivers from 
one county have 

about the same skill 
level as drivers from 

any other. 
"Bad drivers are 

not confined to one 
area. They are free 

to terrorize any
where." 

28% 
believe seniors are 

the worst drivers on 
the road. 

16% 
believe teens are the 

worst drivers. 

9 % 
believe women are 
the worst drivers. 

56% 
believe their 

driving would be 
rated "better than 
average by other 

drivers." 

51% 
use their horn to 

show anger. 

10% 
use their horn 

to prevent pedestri
ans from crossing in 

front of them. 

9 % 
do not consider 

themselves to be 
courteous drivers. 

ROADS LESS 
TRAVELED 
Adanta is a maze of cul-de-sacs, dead ends, 
and traffic jams—but you do have options. 
Try these reader-recommended shortcuts. 
» To get to the airport when the typical I-85 
route is backed up, hop on I-285 and take 
Ejdt 2 (Camp Creek Parkway) south. It may 
double your mileage, but if the congestion 
is bad e n o u ^ , it'll still save you some time. 
» To bypass a brief blockage on I-20W dur
ing rush hour, one reader says, "I get off on 
the Boulevard exit [59-A] but do not exit. 
I pop back onto the highway for a quick 
second just to get off on Hill Street, which is 
the next one." 
» To get from Marietta to Douglasville 
without relying on 1-285 or I-20, take Pow
der Springs Road down to 278, turn left on 
78/Bankhead Highway, then turn left again 
on Campbellton Street. 
» To get to Perimeter Mall during heavy 
congestion on the highways, try Peachtree 
to either Roswell Road or, if thafs packed, 
Peachtree Dunwoody Road north to Per
imeter Center. 
» To get from the northeast side of metro 
Atlanta (e.g., Northlake/Tucker) to the west 
side (e.g., Smyma/Vinings), skip the free
ways. Instead, take Lavista Road, which 
becomes Lindbergh, then jog over to West 
Wesley, which becomes Bolton Road and 
gets you to Atlanta Road and South Cobb 
Drive/280. 

» To get to Buckhead from Cobb County 
without 1-75, try taking Powers Ferry Road 
all the way down to Roswell Road. 

A WORD TO 
THE WISE 
There's more than one way to reduce 
the cost of your commute. Proceed with 
caution in these speed-trap hot spots 
(reported by our readers) to save money 
and a run-in with an unhappy trooper. 
» Peachtree Industrial Northbound, 
just past 1-285 
» Highway 78 near South Gwinnett High 
School 
» 1-75 between Howell Mill and Cumber
land (cited by multiple sources) 
» Roswell Road between Glenridge Drive 
and 1-285 
» South Cobb Drive at Wade Ford and 
Emory Adventist Hospital 
» 1-75 at Delk Road 

i » 1-75 at Cleveland Avenue 
» 1-20 at Candler Road 
» Scott Boulevard and Clairmont Road 
(eager red light camera) 
» Holcomb Bridge, heading west just 
before GA 400 (Roswell officer is said to 
hide behind a tree branch just before the 
Dunkin' Donuts during morning rush, 
when traffic often goes 60 or more in a 45 
zone.) 
» Sugarloaf Parkway in front of Discover 
Mills 
» Peachtree Industrial Boulevard near the 
Chamblee Lowes 
» The intersection at Windy Hill Road and 
Cobb Parkway in Marietta (reported to 
be one of the top moneymakers in the state 
for automatic traffic camera fines) 
» I-20 from Columbia Drive to Moreland 
Avenue 
» Beaver Ruin Road in Norcross, half a 
mile south of Buford Highway (Officers 
hide in the parking lot of the Methodist 
chiuxh and/or dentist's office.) 
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HOT WHEELS 
WANT TO GET HIGH-END GERMAN ENGINEERING w i t h o u t d r a i n i n g y o u r s a v i n g s a c c o u n t ? i t i s p o s s i b l e . I n a s h o w d o w n b e t w e e n a n 

S - C l a s s s e d a n a n d a S m a r t c a r ( b o t h b y M e r c e d e s - B e n z ) , t h e l i t t l e g u y w i l l n o t o n l y s a v e y o u s e v e n t y - f i v e g r a n d o r m o r e o n t h e d e a l e r ' s 

l o t , i t ' l l a l s o u s e i t s 3 3 c i t y / 4 1 h i g h w a y m i l e a g e t o t a k e a t l e a s t $ 1 , 0 0 0 fi-om y o u r g a s t a n k a n d p u t i t i n t o y o u r w a l l e t i f y o u ' r e a n a v e r a g e 

2 0 , 0 0 0 - m i l e - a - y e a r d r i v e r . P l u s , o n l y a p u p p y s n u g g l i n g w i t h a t e d d y b e a r i n a field o f d a i s i e s i s c u t e r t h a n t h i s c a r ; n o w o n d e r m o r e t h a n 

a m i l l i o n S m a r t c a r s h a v e b e e n s o l d i n t h i r t y - s e v e n c o u n t r i e s . W h i l e i t ' s i l l e g a l i n G e o r g i a — a n d m o s t p l a c e s o u t s i d e o f E u r o p e — t o p a r k 

p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o a c u r b o n t h e s t r e e t , t h e m i n i m o b i l e ' s 8 . 8 - f o o t l e n g t h w i l l h e l p y o u s q u e e z e i n t o e v e n t h e m o s t d i m i n u t i v e s p o t a n d t a k e 

t h e i n t i m i d a t i o n f a c t o r o u t o f p a r a l l e l p a r k i n g . I t s m o s d y r e c y c l a b l e b o d y w e i g h s j u s t 1 , 5 0 0 p o u n d s , b u t t h e 2 0 0 8 F o r T w o ' s s t e e l s a f e t y 

s h e l l h e l p e d i t e a r n t h e h i g h e s t r a t i n g s f o r f r o n t a n d s i d e c r a s h w o r t h i n e s s firom t h e I n s u r a n c e I n s t i t u t e f o r H i g h w a y S a f e t y , a n d t h e c a r 

h a s b e e n s h o w n t o h o l d u p a s w e l l a s o t h e r s u b c o m p a c t s i n h i g h - s p e e d c r a s h e s . 

1 

A T L A N T A I M A R C H 2 0 0 9 P H O T O G R A P H BY C H R I S T O P H E R T, M A R T I N 



The Best Car for 
Your Commute 
Y O U M I G H T NOT T H I N K A 

r e c e s s i o n i s t h e s m a r t e s t 

t i m e t o i n v e s t i n a n e w 

c a r , b u t i f y o u ' r e l o o k i n g 

f o r a d e a l , y o u s h o u l d 

d i i n k a g a i n . W i t h a u t o 

s a l e s a t a t w e n t y - s i x - j ' e a r 

l o w , d e a l e r s a r e d e s p e r a t e 

a n d b a r g a i n s a b o u n d . W e 

a s k e d a u t o m o t i v e e x p e r t s 

t o r e c o m m e n d t h e b e s t 

v e h i c l e s f o r A d a n t a n s . 

For long-haul commuters 
A n a u t o m a t i c t r a n s m i s s i o n 

i s t h e w a y t o g o f o r A d a n t a 

c o m m u t e r s , w h o f a c e d a i l y 

s t o p - a n d - g o t r a f f i c . O t h e r 

b i g c o n c e r n s a r e c o m f o r t 

a n d f u e l e f f i c i e n c y . M a r k 

S c o t t , s e n i o r m a n a g e r o f 

A t l a n t a - b a s e d A u t o T r a d e r . 

c o m , s a y s , " I f y o u ' r e 

l o o k i n g f o r t h e k i n d o f 

o p t i o n s t h a t m i g h t m i t i g a t e 

t h e m i s e r y o f b e i n g s t u c k 

o n G A 4 0 0 , c r a w l i n g 

a l o n g a t f i v e m i l e s a n h o u r , 

c o n s i d e r c a r s t h a t o f f e r 

p r e m i u m s e a t s ( b u i l t - i n 

h e a t , a d j u s t a b l e l e v e l s o f 

firmness a n d s u p p o r t ) a n d 

g o o d s o u n d s y s t e m s ( h i g h -

e n d s p e a k e r s , m u l t i - C D 

p l a y e r s , M P 3 p l a y e r i n p u t s , 

H D o r s a t e l l i t e r a d i o ) . " 

S u g g e s t i o n s : H o n d a 

j A c c o r d ( $ 2 0 , 7 7 5 + ) . T o y o t a 

• C a m r y ( $ 1 9 , 1 4 5 + ) , L e x u s E S 

( $ 3 4 , 3 2 0 ^ ) 

For intown dwellers 
I F o r h i p , u r b a n I T P e r s , 

" c i t y c a r s " a r e t h e w a y t o 

g a T h e y o f f e r g o o d c i t y 

m i l e a g e , l o o k c o o l , a n d 

h a v e s m a l l f o o t p r i n t s , 

m a k i n g t h e m e a s y t o 

n a v i g a t e a n d p a r k o n c i t y 

s t r e e t s . " W l i e n y o u ' r e 

d r i v i n g d o w n P e a c h t r e e o r 

I P i e d m o n t , s o m e t i m e s i t c a n 

f e e l l i k e t h e d r i v e r n e x t t o 

y o u i s a c t u a l l y i n y o u r l a p , " 

s a y s S c o t t . " T h e s e c a r s 

o f f e r s t y l e , m a n e u v e r a b i l i t y , 

a n d c o n v e n i e n c e f o r t h a t 

k i n d o f c i t y d r i v i n g . " 

S u g g e s t i o n s : H o n d a F i t 

( $ 1 4 , 5 5 0 + ) , F o r d F o c u s 

i ( $ 1 4 , 9 9 5 + ) , S m a r t c a r 

( $ 1 1 , 5 9 0 + ) 

i For families with children 
I B«/L/yc n a m e d A t i a n t a 

o n e o f t h e t o p 1 0 0 s p o t s t o 

r a i s e a f a m i l y ( s i x t y - f i r s t ) , 

s o y o u ' r e i n t h e right p l a c e . 

N o w y o u ' v e j u s t g o t t o f i n d a 

w a y t o g e t t h e k i d s a r o u n d . 

" W e ' r e t a l k i n g c o n v e n i e n c e 

a n d r o o m i n e s s , c e r t a i n l y 

s o i n e t i i i n g t h a t y o u c a n 

l o a d tilings i n t h e b a c k , " 

s a y s G a r r e t t T b w n s e n d , 

d i s t r i c t m a n a g e r o f A A A 

A u t o C l u b S o u t i i . B u t t h a t 

d o e s n ' t m e a n y o u h a v e t o 

c a v e a n d b u y a m i n i v a n . 

G o f o r a c r o s s o v e r t h a t 

h a s a c a r p l a t f o r m a n d t h e 

r o o m i n e s s — a n d n o o k s 

a n d c r a n n i e s — o f a n S U V 

w i t h o u t t h e b r u t a l m p g . 

S u g g e s t i o n s : F o r d E d g e 

( $ 2 6 , 1 3 0 + ) , T o y o t a R A V 4 

( $ 2 1 , 5 0 0 + ) , M a z d a C X - 7 

( $ 2 3 , 9 0 0 + ) 

For single people 
W h e n y o u d o n ' t h a v e t o 

w o r r y a b o u t c a r s e a t s , 

c o u p e s a n d s p o r t s c a r s 

c a n b e p r e t t y a t t r a c t i v e , 

s a y s C a r s . c o m S e n i o r 

E d i t o r D a v i d T h o m a s . 

" [ S i n g l e p e o p l e ] c a n l o o k a t 

c o n v e r t i b l e s a n d s p o r t i e r 

c a r s t h a t m a y b e s l i g h t i y 

i m p r a c t i c a l y e t s t i l l a r e 

v e r y g o o d c a r s . " P l u s , 

C h i c a g o - b a s e d T h o m a s 

p o i n t s o u t t h a t o u r c i t y ' s 

b a l m y w e a t h e r m e a n s w e 

c a n d r i v e a n y t h i n g w e 

w a n t . " I n A t i a n t a , y o u ' r e 

n o t g o i n g t o g e t t h a t i c y 

s n o w , s o a r e a r - w h e e l -

d r i v e s p o r t s c a r c a n b e i n 

t h e m i x , a n d c o n v e r t i b l e s 

a r e p r a c t i c a l l y y e a r - r o u n d 

c a r s . " 

S u g g e s t i o n s : B M W 3 

S e r i e s ( $ 3 3 , 4 0 0 + ) , M a z d a 

M i a t a ( $ 2 1 , 3 0 5 + ) , A u d i T T 

( $ 3 5 , 2 0 0 + ) 

90% 
have eaten a meal 

while driving. 

S U R V E Y 

1 1 % 
frequently eat while 

driving. 
"I'm a great multi-

taslter. Although I've 
seen my passengers 

squirm, grab their seat 
handles, and put on 

their invisible brakes." 

U % 
think eating while driv

ing should be illegal. 

27% 
apply makeup or fix 

their hair while driving. 

40% 
think grooming while 

driving should be 
illegal. 

72% 
wouldn't dream of 

reading while driving. 

22% 
program their GPS 

while driving. 

44% 
think programming 
a GPS while driving 

should be illegal. 

48% 
frequently talk on the 
phone while driving. 

59% 
rarely or never use a 
hands-free device. 

25% 
think talking on the 
phone while driving 

should be illegal. 

HOW TO SPEND LESS ON GAS 
' Putting the pedal to the metal uses 

as much as 33 percent more gas than 
dri\ing at a steady speed, and the 
faster you're going, the more wind 
resistance you need to overcome. Save 
as much as fifty-three cents a gallon 
by taking control of your lead foot. 
» Dirty spark plugs and filters are 
bad for your wallet as well as your 

wheels. Putting off a tune-up can cost 
nine to twenty-three cents a gallon. 
» Those squishy tires aren't doing 
you any favors either. Check your air 
pressure regularly Every pound per 
square inch (psi) below the recom
mended psi reduces your car's fuel 
efficiency by 0.4 percent and costs 
you about seven cents per gallon. 

» Drive clcwkwise. Really. As much as 
possible, plan your route to avoid left 
turns. Atlanta shipping giant UPS 
saved 3 million gallons of gas in 2007 
by developing a system that helped 
its drivers choose routes that favored 
right turns and thus reduced the 
time they spent idling while waiting 
to turn. Get rid of a wait at just one 
pesky light during your daily drive 
and save as much as $180. 

» Use the web. Find the cheapest go-
juice on adantagasprices.com and, 
provided you don't have to drive 
ten miles out of your way to get it, 
you could save fifty bucks or more 
a year. Finding a carpool partner on 
m>Tidesmart.com vrill halve your gas 
and parking expenses. Check in with 
georgia-navigator.com to avoid fuel-
sappers such as backups, accidents, 
and construction zones. 
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DEATH 
ON WEST 

PEACHTREE 
H o w r o a d r a g e s p i r a l e d i n t o t r a g e d y 

R O A D R A G E C L E A R L Y W A S T O B L A M E , b u t O t h e r w i s e t h e j u r y w a s 

d e a d l o c k e d . 

S o l a s t f a l l , t h e d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y d e c i d e d n o t t o r e t r y C h a r l e s 

A n t h o n y K e y , t w e n t y - s e v e n , f o r f a t a l l y s h o o t i n g J a c k S n o o k , 

t w e n t y - f o u r , i n t h e f a c e . T h e i r v e h i c l e s c r o s s e d p a t h s a t a M i d t o w n 

t r a f f i c U g h t a r o u n d 4 : 3 0 i n t h e m o r n i n g . D e t a i l s r e m a i n f u z z y , b u t 

e v e r y o n e a g r e e s t h a t h o r n s w e r e h o n k e d , p r o f a n i t i e s v o l l e y e d , a n d 

m i d d l e f i n g e r s e x t e n d e d p o i n t e d l y . T h e n S n o o k , w h o h a d b e e n t o 

a n i g h t c l u b w i t h h i s w i f e a n d s o m e f r i e n d s , l e a p t f r o m h i s p a s s e n 

g e r ' s s e a t a n d v a u l t e d t o w a r d t h e o t h e r v e h i c l e , w h e r e K e y s a t w i t h 

a g u n . 

T h i s s o r t o f " m u t u a l l y c o m b a t i v e s i t u a t i o n , " a s i n v e s t i g a 

t o r s r u e f u l l y d e s c r i b e d i t , i s i n c r e a s i n g l y c o m m o n o n A t l a n t a ' s 

a s p h a l t . J u s t t h r e e y e a r s a g o , t h e c i t y w a s r a n k e d t h e f i f t h m o s t 

c o u r t e o u s i n t h e c o u n t r y a c c o r d i n g t o t h e a n n u a l " I n t h e D r i v e r ' s 

S e a t R o a d R a g e S u r v e y . " H o w e v e r , t h e m o s t r e c e n t s t u d y j u d g e d 

A t l a n t a t h e s i x t h least c o u r t e o u s , i n t h e s u r l y c o m p a n y o f B o s t o n 

a n d M i a m i . I n f a c t , A t l a n t a i s n u m b e r o n e i n r e p o r t s o f o b s c e n e 

g e s t u r e s a m o n g m o t o r i s t s . 

S o m u c h f o r S o u t h e r n h o s p i t a l i t y . 

SLOW 
GOING 
B E F O R E f a s t e n 

i n g t h a t s e a t b e l t , 

b e s u r e y o u k n o w 

w h a t y o u ' r e g e t t i n g 

y o u r s e l f i n t o . H e r e 

a r e t h e b u s i e s t t i m e s 

f o r s o m e o f t h e c i t y ' s 

m a j o r t h o r o u g h 

f a r e s . * A v o i d t h e m 

i f y o u c a n . . . a n d f o r 

G o d ' s s a k e , s t a y o f f 

t h e r o a d s a t 5 : 3 0 p . m . 

7:30 a.m. 
1-75 Southbound 
(north of 1-285) 
slows to 33 mph. 
1-85 Southbound 
(north of 1-285) 
slows to 35 mph. 
1-285 Eastboimd 
(from 1-75 to GA 400) 
slows to 42 mph. 
7:45 a.m. 
1-285 Northbound 
(from 1-20 to US 78) 
slows to 32 mph. 
1-20 Westbound (from 
I-28S to Connector) 

s l o w s t o 45 mph. 

8 a.m. 
GA 400 Southbound 
(north of 1-285) 
slows to 28 mph. 
1-285 Northbound 
( f r o m U S 7 8 t o I - 8 s ) 
slows to 35 mph. 
8:15 a.m. 
1-75 Northbound 
(from 1-85 to 1-20) 
slows to 25 mph. 
8:30 a.m. 
1-285 Westbound 

" T h e c i t y ' s r e p u t a t i o n f o r i t s c h a r m i n g , m a n n e r l y , g e n t e e l c u l t u r e 

n e e d s t o b e h e l d u p t o a m i r r o r — t h e r e a r v i e w m i r r o r — b e c a u s e i t 

f l i e s i n t h e f a c e o f w h a t w e ' v e f o u n d o u t , " s a y s T o d d S m i t h o f A u t o -

V a n t a g e , w h i c h c o m m i s s i o n e d t h e s u r v e y . 

S e v e r a l f a c t o r s l e d t o t h i s j a r r i n g U - t u m , m o s t i n v o l v i n g t h e 1 9 9 0 s 

p o p u l a t i o n b o o m o f s u b u r b a n c o m m u t e r s . A t l a n t a w a s b o m f r o m 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n e x p e d i e n c i e s — i t s o r i g i n a l , r a i l r o a d - i n s p i r e d n a m e 

w a s " T e r m i n u s " — w i t h c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g t h a t e s c h e w e d E u c U d e a n 

g r i d s f o r w h a t e v e r p e U - m e U p i g t r a i l s w e r e h a n d i e s t . C o n s e q u e n U y , 

c o m m u t i n g , w i t h a l l o f i t s c o m p e t i t i v e l a n e - m e r g i n g , i n v o l v e s m i g r a 

t o r y p a t t e r n s a s D a n v i n i a n a s t h e S e r e n g e t i ' s . 

T h e p h e n o m e n o n o f r o a d r a g e c a n b e t r a c e d a s f a r b a c k a s a n c i e n t 

R o m e , t h o u g h , w h e n l a w s w e r e p a s s e d t o c o n t r o l r e c k l e s s c h a r i o t s . 

S o w h y t h e r e w e d - u p r u d e n e s s n o w ? " C e l l p h o n e u s e w h i l e d r i v i n g i s 

c o n s i d e r e d t h e n u m b e r o n e t r i g g e r o f r o a d r a g e n a t i o n a l l y , a n d A d a n 

t a l e a d s a l l o f t h e o t h e r m a j o r c i t i e s i n t h a t c a t e g o r y , " S m i t h s a y s , a d d 

i n g t h a t t h e s e m u l t i t a s k e r s a l s o t e n d t o e a t , s h a v e , a p p l y m a s c a r a , a n d 

e v e n " d i g i - n e c k , " o r p h o t o g r a p h a c c i d e n t s . " A t l a n t a s h o u l d c h a n g e i t s 

' c i t y t o o b u s y t o h a t e ' m o n i k e r t o ' t h e c i t y t o o b u s y t o d r i v e . ' " 

M o r e o v e r , t h a n k s i n p a r t t o G e o r g i a ' s i n c r e a s i n g l y p e r m i s s i v e g u n 

l a w s , m o t o r i s t s a r e p a c k i n g m o r e t h a n i P h o n e s . W h e n t h a t H u m 

m e r c u t s y o u o f f o n I - 2 8 5 , p a u s e t o r e m e m b e r t h a t l o a d e d g u n s c a n 

l e g a l l y b e s t a s h e d a n y w h e r e i n a G e o r g i a v e h i c l e — w i t h o u t a p e r m i t . 

" P e o p l e ' s p e r s o n a l i t i e s c h a n g e w h e n t h e y g e t b e h i n d t h e w h e e l , " 

s a y s L i e u t e n a n t P a u l C o s p e r o f t h e G e o r g i a S t a t e P a t r o l . " T h e m e e k 

t u r n a g g r e s s i v e . I f a n o t h e r d r i v e r h o n k s a n d g e s t u r e s c o l o r f i i l l y , d o n ' t 

m a k e e y e c o n t a c t a n d d o n ' t s p e e d t o g e t a w a y . L e t t h e m g o o n , b u t 

r e p o r t t h e i r w h o l e l i c e n s e p l a t e n u m b e r t o u s . " 

A c a b b i e a t a n e a r b y h o t e l d i d j u s t t h a t o n A p r i l 3 , 2 0 0 5 , r e c o r d i n g 

K e y ' s p l a t e s a s h e f l e d t h e M i d t o w n s h o o t i n g . I r o n i c a l l y , S n o o k h a d 

j u s t r e t u r n e d h o m e f r o m a n e v e n t f u l t o u r a s a M a r i n e i n I r a q , w h e r e 

h e s u r v i v e d o n e b u l l e t w o u n d , o n l y t o b e f e l l e d b y a n o t h e r o n W e s t 

P e a c h t r e e S t r e e t . H e d i e d i n h i s w i f e ' s a r m s a n d l e f t a s e v e n - y e a r - o l d 

d a u g h t e r b e h i n d , — C A N D I C E D Y E R 

(from 1-85 to GA 400) 
slows to 35 mph. 
4:45 p.m. 
1-75 Northbound 
(from 1-85 to I-28S) 
slows to 43 mph. 
5:15 p.m. 
Cormector South
bound (from split to I-
20) slows to 29 mph. 
5:30 p.m. 
1-285 Southbound 
(from 1-85 to US 78) 
slows to 22 mph. 

1-285 Eastbound (from 
GA 400 to 1-85) 
slows to 24 mph. 
I-8S Northbound 
(north of 1-285) 
slows to 29 mph. 
I-75 Northboimd 
(north of 1-285) 
slows to 33 mph. 
1-285 Westboimd 
(from GA 400 to 1-75) 
slows to 33 mph. 
Connector North
bound (from 1-20 to 
split) slows to 39 mph. 
I-85Soudibound 
(from 1-285 to I-7S) 

slows to 45 mph. 
1-285 Southbound 
(from US 78 to 1-20) 
slows to 47 mph. 
5:45 p.m. 
GA 400 Northbound 
(north of I-28S) slows 
to 25 mph. 

'Figures based on 
four most recent years 
availablefrom Georgia 
Department ofTrans
portation historical 
data. 
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HIGHWAY 
GUARDIANS 

A PICKUP SMASHES INTO a S t a t e p a t r o l c r u i s e r o n a g r a y w i n t e r 

T u e s d a y a t t h e f r o n t e d g e o f a f t e r n o o n r u s h h o u r , o n t h e s o u t h 

b o u n d C o n n e c t o r j u s t n o r t h o f t h e C o r e y t o w e r . N o b o d y i s h u r t , b u t 

i t c a u s e s a s p e c t a c l e . D r i v e r s h a v e t r o u b l e p a s s i n g c r a s h e s w i t h o u t 

t u r n i n g t h e i r h e a d s , s o w h a t d o w e g e t ? P o p — c h a i n r e a c t i o n . N o t 

fifty y a r d s a w a y , a d i s t r a c t e d w o m a n i n a T o y o t a C a m r y p l o w s i n t o a 

C h e v y C a p r i c e , w h i c h l u r c h e s i n t o t h e b u m p e r o f a n o t h e r t r u c k . 

W i t h i n m i n u t e s , t h e H E R O t r u c k s h a v e a r r i v e d . T h e y ' r e f a t a n d 

y e l l o w , l i k e g i a n t r o l l i n g s t i c k s o f b u t t e r . T h e y s h o w u p o n c o m m a n d , 

d i s p a t c h e d b y s o m e o n e i n a s u n l e s s r o o m o f f C o n f e d e r a t e A v e n u e , 

w h e r e t e c h n i c i a n s m o n i t o r m o r e t h a n 4 0 0 c a m e r a s p e r c h e d a b o v e 

t h e i n t e r s t a t e h i g h w a y s o f m e t r o A t i a n t a . T h e s t a f T s t e c h n i c a l tide i s 

H i g h w a y E m e r g e n c y R e s p o n s e O p e r a t o r , H E R O f o r s h o r t . N o n e e d 

t o p a y t h e m . Y o u a l r e a d y d i d , w i t h y o u r t a x e s : a s t a r t i n g w a g e o f 

a b o u t $ 2 9 , 0 0 0 a y e a r f o r c e r t i f i e d H E R O s . 

T w o y e l l o w - v e s t e d m e n s e e t h e s e c o n d c r a s h a n d w a l k i n t o t h e 

h i g h w a y . T h e y m a k e e y e c o n t a c t w i t h e a c h d r i v e r , r a i s i n g t h e i r right 

h a n d s , s l o w i n g t h e v e h i c l e s t o a s t o p . T h i s i s t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l 

p a r a d o x : t o c l e a r t h e b l o c k a g e , t h e y m u s t t e m p o r a r i l y e x a c e r b a t e i t . 

T h e t w o H E R O s , T i m B r o o m e a n d R o b e r t S i m s , d i r e c t tiie three 

n e w l y d a m a g e d v e h i c l e s t o t h e t r i a n g u l a r s t r i p b e t w e e n t h e r o a d a n d 

e x i t r a m p . S i m s , a t h i r t y - f i v e - y e a r - o l d s u p e r v i s o r , h a s s e e n s t r a n g e r 

t h i n g s t h a n t h i s i n h i s s e v e n y e a r s o n t h e j o b . O n c e t w o m e n i n a 

R a n g e R o v e r w h o w a n t e d t o h a u l a k i n g - s i z e m a t t r e s s t r i e d t o h o l d i t 

a g a i n s t t h e r o o f w i t h o n e tree h a n d e a c h . T h e y f a i l e d , a n d i t flew i n t o 

t h e r o a d . T h e y k e p t d r i v i n g . O n c e a p o u l t r y t r u c k l o s t i t s l o a d o n S p a 

g h e t t i J u n c t i o n . S i m s s p e n t a g o o d l o n g t i m e c h a s i n g c h i c k e n s , t h e n 

h a d t o c a l l t h e fire d e p a r t m e n t t o w a s h a w a y t h e b l o o d a n d f e a t h e r s . 

A t o w t r u c k a r r i v e s t o h a u l a w a y t h e c r u i s e r . I t n e e d s o n e t o t w o 

m o r e l a n e s . T h i s m e a n s S i m s m u s t w a d e b a c k i n t o t h e m e t a l s t r e a m 

a n d d a m i t c o m p l e t e l y . H e g e t s b a c k i n t o h i s t r u c k a n d d r i v e s a w a y , 

l e a v i n g B r o o m e t o h a n d l e t h e a f t e r m a t h . 

T h e e i g h t y - s u e H E R O s m a d e 8 5 , 0 0 0 a s s i s t s a r o x i n d m e t r o A t l a n t a 

l a s t y e a r . T h e y c h a n g e d b l o w n t i r e s . T h e y p o u r e d g a s i n t o e m p t y 

t a n k s . T h e y n u d g e d s t a l l e d v e h i c l e s t o t h e s h o u l d e r w i t h t h e i r n o n -

s c u f f i n g r u b b e r b u m p e r s . T h e y righted e i g h t e e n - w h e e l e r s w i t h J -

h o o k s a n d l o g g i n g c h a i n s . E a c h d r o v e a n a v e r a g e o f 2 0 0 m i l e s p e r d a y 

H E R O s o f t e n r e a c h d e s p e r a t e d r i v e r s b e f o r e a m b u l a n c e s . T h e y 

a r e t r a i n e d t o d e l i v e r b a b i e s a n d u s e p o r t a b l e d e f i b r i l l a t o r s t o s h o c k 

h e a r t s b a c k i n t o r h y t h m . S i m s h a s b e e n t o n u m e r o u s f a t a l c r a s h e s 

a n d t h i n k s o f t e n a b o u t t h e five p e o p l e w h o h a v e d i e d i n h i s a r m s . 

I n t h e c a b o f h i s t r u c k , a m e s s a g e c r a c k l e s o n t h e r a d i o : a n o t h e r 

c r a s h o n t h e C o n n e c t o r . T h r e e m o r e c a r s m a n g l e d . " P r o b a b l y a c e l l 

p h o n e i n v o l v e d i n t h e r e s o m e w h e r e , " h e s a y s . — T H O M A S L A K E 

It Happened to Me 
W E A S K E D R E A D E R S , " W h a t I s t h e m o s t o u t r a g e o u s t h i n g t h a t h a s 

h a p p e n e d w h i l e y o u w e r e d r i v i n g ? " 

» "In the rain, I did a 180-degree 
hydroplane and ended up perfectly 1 
Ijetween two cars that were barely a 
car's length away from each other" 
" "A woman with one foot on the 
dashboard and talking on the phone 
rear-ended me. She was a doctor' 
and didn't 'have time' to wait for 
police." 

» "I was hit head-on by a drunk 
driver He broke my femur, both 
knees, t)oth ankles, and nose. I lost 
my sales job and was out of work 
for a yean The guy who hit me spent 
three hours in jail, then went home 
and continued on with his life." 
» "I was mooned by a fat guy on the 
highway" 

» "I was in a gridlock just out of 
Georgia into South Carolina one eve
ning and the guy in the next car got 
out, completely stripped, and then 
put on shorts and a T-shirt." 
» "11 w ^ ] intentionally rear-ended 
when I wouldn't let someone turn 
right on red in front of me amidst a 
busy intersection." 
" "An eighteen-wheeler hit me, 
slammed me into a wall, and drove 
off like nothing happened." 
» "A woman followed me to my 
office and threatened to run me over 
because I gave her the finger." 

» "An escaped convict tried to get in 
my car at a stopli^t when I was a 
teenager." 
» "Someone threw a screwdriver at 
my car and shattered my back win
dow when I was driving dovro I-85." 
» "A woman passed me while eating 
fried chicken. She wrecked while 
rounding a cun'e in front of me." 
» "There was a man driving some
what slowly and erratically on the 
interstate; I finally decided to pass 
him, and when I did, I saw the rea
son why: On the driver's left arm was 
a full-grown turquoise parrot." 
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OFF THE 
GRID 

H o w o u r r o a d s a n d t r a f f i c 
g o t s o o u t o f h a n d 

A T L A N T A D I D N ' T S T A R T O U T W I T H 

a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n . T h e r e w a s n o 

g r i d s y s t e m l i k e t h o s e i n o l d e r c i t i e s 

o r n e w e r p l a n n e d c i t i e s , a n d t h a t d e f i 

c i e n c y c o n t i n u e s t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e 

r e g i o n ' s i n f a m o u s t r a f f i c s n a r l s . 

T h e c i t y ' s s t r e e t s e v o l v e d f r o m 

p r i m i t i v e t r a i l s s t o m p e d o u t b y 

C r e e k I n d i a n s . N e a r t h e c o n f l u e n c e 

o f P e a c h t r e e C r e e k a n d t h e C h a t 

t a h o o c h e e R i v e r , t h e C r e e k s h a d a 

v i l l a g e . S t a n d i n g P e a c h t r e e , w h i c h 

w a s s e r v e d b y a n e t w o r k o f t r a i l s . 

O n e m a j o r t r a i l s p l i t w h e r e B u c k -

h e a d i s n o w l o c a t e d . A n o t h e r b r a n c h 

h e a d e d s o u t h , o f t e n a l o n g a h i g h 

r i d g e , t o w h a t i s n o w F i v e P o i n t s ; 

t o d a y , t h a t t r a i l i s c a l l e d P e a c h t r e e 

S t r e e t . I t c h a n g e s t o P e a c h t r e e R o a d 

n o r t h o f t h e B r o o k w o o d S t a t i o n 

a n d P e a c h t r e e I n d u s t r i a l B o u l e v a r d 

a r o u n d B r o o k h a v e n . 

T h e r e ' s d i s a g r e e m e n t a b o u t 

w h e t h e r " P e a c h t r e e " w a s d e r i v e d 

f r o m " p e a c h t r e e " o r f r o m " p i t c h 

t r e e " ( p i n e ) , b u t o n e t h i n g ' s c e r t a i n : 

T h e n u m b e r o f s t r e e t s b e a r i n g t h e 

n a m e — m o r e t h a n s e v e n t y — c a u s e s 

n o s m a l l a m o u n t o f c o n f u s i o n . L a t e 

h i s t o r i a n F r a n U i n G a r r e t t n o t e d t h a t 

" P e a c h t r e e " i s " s o c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h A t i a n t a t h a t i t i s a l m o s t a m u n i c 

i p a l l a n d m a r k . " 

A s i f t h e m u l t i t u d e o f P e a c h t r e e s 

w e r e n ' t e n o u g h t o b e w i l d e r m o t o r 

i s t s , m a n y A t l a n t a s t r e e t s s e e m t o 

c h a n g e n a m e s w i l l y - n i l l y . T h e r e a 

s o n s , i n s o m e c a s e s , d a t e b a c k t o t h e 

e r a o f s e g r e g a t i o n . W h i t e r e s i d e n t s 

o n M o n r o e D r i v e , f o r e x a m p l e , d i d n ' t 

w a n t t o b e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h b l a c k r e s i -

The pre-Connector connector: Downtown from 
tlie Nortli Avenue bridge, circa 1955 

d e n t s o n B o u l e v a r d , s o t h e s t r e e t 

c h a n g e s n a m e s a t P o n c e d e L e o n 

A v e n u e . 

T h e c i v i l r i g h t s e r a b i r t h e d m o r e -

p o s i t i v e n a m e c h a n g e s . C i t y C o u n c i l 

o f t e n r e n a m e d e x i s t i n g s t r e e t s t o 

h o n o r h e r o e s . M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g 

J r . D r i v e w a s f o r m e r l y H u n t e r S t r e e t . 

R a l p h M c G i l l B o u l e v a r d w a s r e n a m e d 

f o r t h e c r u s a d i n g n e w s p a p e r p u b l i s h 

e r ; i t w a s p r e v i o u s l y k n o w n a s F o r r e s t 

A v e n u e i n h o n o r o f N a t h a n B e d f o r d 

F o r r e s t , C o n f e d e r a t e g e n e r a l a n d a 

f o u n d e r o f t h e K u K l u x M a n . 

I N S P I T E O F I T S L A C K o f t r a n s p o r 

t a t i o n p l a n n i n g , A t l a n t a d i d n ' t g e t 

o f f t o a b a d s t a r t . I n t h e m i d - f i f t i e s , 

t h e c i t y b e g a n p o u r i n g a f o u r - l a n e 

h i g h w a y b e t w e e n T h e V a r s i t y a n d 

G e o r g i a T e c h , s o i t w a s first i n l i n e 

w h e n P r e s i d e n t E i s e n h o w e r s t a r t 

e d h i s i n t e r s t a t e h i g h w a y s y s t e m i n 

1 9 5 6 . S i n c e t h e n , t h a t b u d d i n g s t r e t c h 

o f h i g h w a y h a s b l o s s o m e d i n t o t h e 

D o w n t o w n C o n n e c t o r . W h e n t h e 

f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t s t a r t e d f u n d i n g 

t r a n s i t s y s t e m s , A t l a n t a w a s first i n 

l i n e a g a i n , p u s h e d b y t h e n - A l d e r 

m a n S a m M a s s e l l , w h o l a t e r b e c a m e 

m a y o r . M A R T A w a s u n d e r w a y . 

B u t p r o g r e s s w a s s o o n r e p l a c e d 

; b y s p r a w l . T h e 1 9 5 0 s a l s o m a r k e d 

t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e a u t o m o b i l e a g e , 

a n d o u r y o u n g c i t y w h o l e h e a r t e d l y 

e m b r a c e d t h e c a r . W o r l d W a r I I v e t 

e r a n s s e t t l e d i n t o j o b s a n d s t a r t e d 

f a m i l i e s . T h e y , a l o n g w i t h t h o u s a n d s 

o f o t h e r s , s n a p p e d u p s h i n y n e w 

c a r s a n d h e a d e d f o r t h e s u b u r b s , 

w h e r e t h e y c o u l d b u y b i g h o u s e s 

w i t h b i g y a r d s t o g o w i t h t h e i r b i g 

e n g i n e s . T h e e a s e o f z o o m i n g a r o u n d 

o n t h e f r e e w a y s l e d p e o p l e t o b u y 

h o m e s fifty m i l e s o r m o r e f r o m t h e 

c i t y . W i t h o u t a n e x i s t i n g s u b w a y l i n e 

i n A t l a n t a , t h e s t a t e a n d c o u n t i e s 

r u s h e d t o b u i l d r o a d s t o a c c o m m o 

d a t e t h e m o v e m e n t . D u r i n g t h i s t i m e , 

w h i t e A t l a n t a n s , f e a r f u l o f i n t e g r a 

t i o n , b e g a n fleeing t h e c i t y . A c c o r d 

i n g t o K e v i n M . K r u s e , a u t h o r o f 

mite Flight: Atlanta and the Making of 

Modern Conservatism, 3 0 , 0 0 0 w h i t e s 

a b a n d o n e d A t i a n t a b e t w e e n 1 9 5 7 a n d 

1 9 6 2 ; 6 0 , 0 0 0 d u r i n g t h e s i x t i e s ; a n d 

1 0 0 , 0 0 0 d u r i n g t h e s e v e n t i e s . 

A f t e r f l e e i n g t o t h e s u b u r b s , 

m a n y w h i t e v o t e r s d i d n ' t w a n t b l a c k 

M A R T A r i d e r s i n t h e i r c o u n t i e s , s o 

w h i l e t h e n e w i n t e r s t a t e h i g h w a y 

s y s t e m c o n n e c t e d t h e s u b u r b s t o 

t h e c i t y , M A R T A w a s n e v e r e x t e n d 

e d b e y o n d t h e b o r d e r s o f F u l t o n 
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S T R E E T S M A R T S 

a n d D e K a l b c o u n t i e s . T h e l a c k o f a 

f a r - r e a c h i n g c o m m u t e r r a i l s y s t e m 

c o n t i n u e s t o o v e r w o r k t h e m e t r o 

a r e a ' s h i g h w a y s . T o m a k e m a t t e r s 

w o r s e , M A R T A h a s n e v e r r e c e i v e d 

s t a t e o p e r a t i n g a s s i s t a n c e f u n d 

i n g — t h o u g h t h e s t a t e d o e s p r o v i d e 

m i n i m a l c a p i t a l financial a s s i s t a n c e 

i n t h e f o r m o f a p a r t i a l m a t c h t o f e d 

e r a l g r a n t s . M A R T A s t r u g g l e s w i t h 

financial s h o r t f a l l s t o d a y . 

I n 1 9 6 9 , t o c o p e w i t h c o n t i n u i n g 

s u b u r b a n g r o w t h , G e o r g i a o p e n e d 

a p e r i m e t e r h i g h w a y , I - 2 8 S , w h i c h 

q u i c k l y m o r p h e d f r o m a b y p a s s t o 

a m a i n s t r e e t . B y t h e s e v e n t i e s , t h e 

o v e r t a x e d f o u r - l a n e v e r s i o n o f t h e 

C o n n e c t o r w a s c a r r y i n g m o r e t h a n 

1 0 0 , 0 0 0 v e h i c l e s e v e r y d a y — t w i c e 

w h a t i t w a s d e s i g n e d t o h a n d l e . 

W h e n A d a n t a ' s s t a r t e r f r e e w a y s y s 

t e m ( I - 7 S , 1 - 8 5 , 1 - 2 0 , a n d I - 2 8 5 ) b o g g e d 

d o w n w i t h t r a f f i c , t h e s t a t e D e p a r t 

m e n t o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n s i m p l y b u i l t 

i t a g a i n d u r i n g t h e e i g h t i e s ' m u l t i - b U -

l i o n - d o l l a r F r e e i n g t h e F r e e w a y s p r o j 

e c t , w h i c h d o u b l e d t h e m e t r o a r e a ' s 

i n t e r s t a t e l a n e m i l e s . D u r i n g t h a t 

TIME CAPSULE Atlanta, and by 
extension A t l a n t a magazine, has 
been concerned about traffic for 
decades. This photo ran in the maga
zine's first issue in May 1961 and was 
accompanied by a caption that read, 
"No other section of the Atlanta 
expressway system has caused so 
much trouljle as the downtown connec
tor, shown in this retouched photo. 
This costly monster will connect all 
expressways, giving entry and exit 
into downtown from any direction. All 
right-of-way has been secured, but 
problems continue to plague the project. 
The total cost, when complete, will be 
approximately $23,000,000, including 
money already spent on right-of-way. 
No definite date has been set for letting 
of the contract-and no one is speculat
ing as to when it will be done. Best bet 
for completion: 1965 at least." 

d e c a d e , a n a v e r a g e o f 6 1 , 7 8 8 p e o p l e a 

y e a r m o v e d i n t o t h e r e g i o n , i n c r e a s i n g 

t o 6 9 , 1 0 0 d u r i n g t h e n i n e t i e s . " A t i a n t a 

i s p r o b a b l y t h e f a s t e s t - g r o w i n g o f 

a n y m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a i n t h e h i s t o r y 

o f t h e w o r l d , " a n a l y s t C h r i s t o p h e r 

L e i n b e r g e r s a i d i n t h e 1 9 9 0 s . T h e 

c i t y s o o n b e c a m e t h e p o s t e r c h i l d f o r 

s p r a w l — a n d t h e i n e v i t a b l e t r a f f i c g l u t 

t h a t f o l l o w e d i n i t s w a k e . 

A F T E R T H E F R E E W A Y S w e r e " f r e e d , " 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n n e r s f o c u s e d 

o n m o v i n g t h e t r a f f i c e x p e c t e d f o r 

t h e 1 9 9 6 O l y m p i c s , i m p l e m e n t i n g 

c a r p o o l l a n e s o n i n t o w n f r e e w a y s 

a n d a m a s s i v e t e m p o r a r y b u s s y s t e m 

t h a t l a s t e d f r o m J u l y 1 9 t o A u g u s t 

4 . S t a t e , c i t y , a n d c o u n t y o f f i c i a l s 

w o r k e d t o g e t h e r , a n d t h e p l a n s u c 

c e e d e d m a g n i f i c e n t i y . T o d a y , w e s t i l l 

b e n e f i t f r o m a s p e c t s o f t h e O l y m p i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n l e g a c y s u c h a s c a r -

p o o l l a n e s a n d a s o p h i s t i c a t e d t r a f f i c 

c o n t r o l c e n t e r . 

T h r o u g h o u t t h e d e c a d e s , a n o b s e s 

s i o n w i t h b u i l d i n g r o a d s h a s b e e n 

t h e r e g i o n ' s A c h i l l e s ' h e e l . L e a d e r s 

i g n o r e d a l t e r n a t i v e s a n d o f t e n d i d n ' t 

e v e n b o t h e r t o p u t u p s i d e w a l k s o r 

s i g n s t h a t m a d e s e n s e . S t a t e l e a d e r s 

b l o c k e d e f f o r t s t o u s e g a s t a x m o n e y 

f o r a n y t h i n g b u t r o a d s . 

E v e n t u a l l y , t r a f f i c g r e w s o c o n g e s t 

e d i n t h e s u b u r b s t h a t p e o p l e b e g a n 

m o v i n g b a c k i n t o t h e c i t y . B e t w e e n 

2 0 0 5 a n d 2 0 0 6 , t h e c i t y a d d e d 9 , 5 0 0 

p e o p l e , i t s l a r g e s t i n c r e a s e i n m o r e 

t h a n t h i r t y y e a r s . S t i l l , n o b o d y w i t h 

a n y c l o u t c a m e u p w i t h b i g i d e a s , 

a n d m e t r o A t i a n t a ' s t r a f f i c h a s g o t t e n 

e x p o n e n t i a l l y w o r s e . 

M o r e t h a n t w e l v e y e a r s a g o , t h i s 

n i g h t m a r e w a s p r e d i c t e d i n Grid-

shock, a s e r i e s b y Atlanta Journal-

Constitution r e p o r t e r D a v i d G o l d 

b e r g . N o w c o m m u n i c a t i o n s d i r e c t o r 

o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r A m e r i c a , G o l d 

b e r g w r o t e t h a t t h e c i t y ' s t r a f f i c w o e s 

s t e m m e d f r o m " f i f t y y e a r s o f d e v e l 

o p m e n t p a t t e r n s d e s i g n e d t o s e r v e 

n o t p e o p l e b u t t h e a u t o m o b i l e . " H i s 

p r e d i c t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g i n c r e a s i n g 

g r i d l o c k a n d a t e m p o r a r y c u t o f f 

o f f e d e r a l r o a d f u n d s ( a s a r e s u l t 

o f t h e c i t y ' s f a i l u r e t o c u r b e x c e s s 

a u t o e m i s s i o n s ) , h a v e a l l c o m e t o 

p a s s . A n d v e r y l i t t l e h a s c h a n g e d . 

H e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e A t l a n t a 

r e g i o n h a d a p l a n f o r t h e i n t e r s t a t e s 

a n d f o r M A R T A , b u t n o t f o r w h a t 

c a m e n e x t . I t s t i l l d o e s n ' t T h e s a d f a c t 

i s t h a t i t m a y s i m p l y b e t o o l a t e . 

—DOUG MONROE 

S U R V E Y 

39% 
have never sent a 

text message while 
driving. 

77% 
think text messaging 
while driving should 

be illegal. 
"[It's] really difficult, 
but I do it every day. 
It has been the cause 
of some close calls." 

26% 
check their e-mail 

while driving. 
62% 

do not support the 
idea of replacing 
high-occupancy 

vehicle (HOV) lanes 
with high-occupancy 
toll (HOT) lanes (see 

page 62). 
20% 

would be willing to 
pay between 5 and 
25 cents in the new 
HOT lanes to reduce 
their commute by 10 

minutes. 
8% 

would be willing to 
pay more than $lto 
reduce their com

mute by 10 minutes. 
Not everyone hates 
commuting. Several 
respondents actu
ally (gasp!) enjoy 

their daily routine. 
Among other 

things, they love 
the "pretty drive 

through Dunwoody 
and Sandy Springs," 
"not having to sing 
preschool songs," 

"not having to fight 
my teenager over 

the radio," "seeing 
the city at the most 
beautiful times of 

day," "time alone," 
"my carpool buddy," 
and "listenfing] to 

loud music." 
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TRAFFIC 
CHALLENGE 

S E V E N A T L A N T A M A G A Z I N E S T A F F E R S , s i x w a y s t o g e t from D o w n 

t o w n t o L e n o x S q u a r e , o n e r a i n y w i n t e r d a y . W h o w i l l p r e v a i l ? 

Sheri on the MARTA train, 27 minutes 
I w a l k e d t o t h e c l o s e s t M A R T A s t a t i o n , P e a c h t r e e C e n t e r . R i g h t o n 

c u e , t h e D o r a v i l l e t r a i n a r r i v e d a s I r e a c h e d t h e p l a t f o r m . M y t r i p 

w a s e a s y : fifteen m i n u t e s s p e n t t a l k i n g t o m y m o m , r e a d i n g , a n d 

p o l i t e l y r e f u s i n g t o b u y a $ 5 s c a r f a n d g l o v e s e t 

f r o m a m a n w a l k i n g f r o m c a r t o c a r w i t h h i s 

w a r e s . I g o t o f f t h e t r a i n a t t h e L e n o x S t a t i o n 

a n d w a l k e d a c r o s s t o t h e m a l l . A d v a n t a g e s N o 

t r a f f i c o r r o a d r a g e . A n d I a c t u a l l y g o t s o m e 

s h o p p i n g d o n e w h i l e I w a i t e d f o r t h e o t h e r s . 

D i s a d v a n t a g e s T h e r e w a s a s h o r t w a l k i n t h e 

r a i n t o g e t t o t h e m a l l , b u t I w a s p r e p a r e d w i t h 

r a i n c o a t , b o o t s , a n d u m b r e l l a . C o n v e n i e n c e 8 
S p e e d 10 C o s t 6 ( $ 1 . 7 5 ) C o m f o r t 5 O v e r a l l ? 

Lenox Squart 
Piedmont Rd. 

Peachtree Rd. 

North 
Ave. 

Amanda in a taxi, 27 minutes 
A f t e r c a l l i n g t w o l o c a l t a x i s e r v i c e s o n l y t o 

r e c e i v e n o a n s w e r , I w e n t t o find a c a b o n f o o t . 

L u c k i l y , t h e r e w e r e p l e n t y fined u p a l o n g s i d e 

D o w n t o w n ' s H y a t t R e g e n c y . I h o p p e d i n t o 

a R a p i d T a x i d r i v e n b y t h e c h e e r f u l K o n t e 

Y o u n o u s s , a n d h e t o o k o f f , m e r r i l y s p e e d i n g 

u p I - 8 5 i n t h e H O V l a n e a s I r e a d i n t h e b a c k 

s e a t — u n t i l w e h i t a t r a f f i c j a m o n 4 0 0 . A s w e 

i n c h e d p a s t a b l u e c a r w i t h a n e w l y s m a s h e d 

f e n d e r , K o n t e a p o l o g i z e d s e v e r a l t i m e s , a l l t h e 

w h i l e s i n g i n g q u i e t l y t o " B r a s s i n P o c k e t " — 

a n a d d e d v a l u e I c o u l d ' v e d o n e w i t h o u t . B u t 

w h e n h e l e t m e o u t r i g h t a t a L e n o x e n t r a n c e , I 

f o r g a v e h i s l a c k l u s t e r C h r i s s i e H y n d e i m p r e s 

s i o n ; n o t h a v i n g t o n e g o t i a t e m a l l p a r k i n g i s a 

freedom I h a v e n ' t e n j o y e d s i n c e m o m d r o p p e d 

m e o f f a s a t e e n . A d v a n t a g e s S p e e d y H O V l a n e 

b e n e f i t s , n o p a r k i n g h a s s l e s . D i s a d v a n t a g e s C h a - c h i n g ! U n l e s s y o u ' r e 

c a r - l e s s a n d a l l e r g i c t o p u b U c t r a n s i t , $ 2 5 ( i n c l u d i n g tip) i s n ' t w o r t h 

i t . C o n v e n i e n c e 9 S p e e d 10 C o s t 1 ( $ 2 5 ) C o m f o r t 7 O v e r a l l 6 

Caroline taking surface streets, 2000 Honda CRV, 35 minutes 
I w a s g l a d I w a s t a k i n g P e a c h t r e e S t r e e t b e c a u s e I h a t e d r i v i n g o n 

t h e h i g h w a y w h e n i t ' s r a i n i n g . A s I p u l l e d o u t o f t h e p a r k i n g d e c k , I 

t h o u g h t I h a d a g o o d c h a n c e o f g e t t i n g t h e r e first. I w a s f e e l i n g p r e t t > ' 

g o o d , p e o p l e - w a t c h i n g a n d s i n g i n g t o t h e r a d i o . T h e n , a s I s t o p p e d i a t o n e . C o n v e n i e n c e 3 S p e e d 1 C o s t 6 ( $ 1 .7S) C o m f o r t 3 O v e r a l l 3 

f o r t h e f o u r t h t i m e , I r e m e m b e r e d h o w m a n y l i g h t s t h e r e a r e o n 

P e a c h t r e e , a n d b y t h e t i m e I r o u n d e d t h e c o m e r n e a r L e n o x , I h a d 

c a u g h t a l m o s t a l l o f t h e m . A d v a n t a g e s T h e c o m f o r t o f b e i n g i n m y 

o w n c a r . D i s a d v a n t a g e s F r u s t r a t i n g r e d l i g h t s . C o n v e n i e n c e 8 S p e e d 8 
C o s t 8 ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6 5 c e n t s ) C o m f o r t 10 O v e r a l l 8 

Elizabeth and Kimberly driving normal highway speeds 
with HOV lanes, 2005 Toyota Corolla, 36 minutes 

O u r t w o - m a n s t a t u s a l l o w e d u s t o u s e t h e H O V r a m p f r o m W i l -

U a m s S t r e e t t o t h e C o n n e c t o r , t h o u g h a t t h a t t i m e o f d a y i t w a s m o r e 

a b o u t f e e l i n g s p e c i a l t h a n s a v i n g t i m e . A n a c c i d e n t b r o u g h t t r a f f i c 

t o a h a l t a l o n g t h e r a m p b e t w e e n I - 8 5 a n d 4 0 0 , j u s t b e y o n d t h e p o i n t 

w h e r e y o u ' d b e a b l e t o s e e t h e b r a k e l i g h t s f r o m 8 5 a n d d e c i d e n o t t o 

e x i t . W h e n m y l o w - f u e l i n d i c a t o r f l i c k e d o n , I b e c a m e v e r y t w i t c h y 

i n d e e d . A d v a n t a g e s C o m f o r t p l u s t h e d i s t r a c t i o n o f r a d i o t u n e s a n d 

f r i e n d l y c o n v e r s a t i o n . D i s a d v a n t a g e s B e i n g 

a s l a v e t o t r a f f i c , u s i n g g a s . C o n v e n i e n c e 8 
S p e e d 8 C o s t 9 ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y 45 c e n t s ) 

C o m f o r t 10 O v e r a l l 9 

Ciara driving at the posted speed limit, 
2003 Honda Accord, 40 minutes 
1 f e l t l i k e I w a s i n a r a c e . U n f o r t i m a t e l y , w h e n 

I r e a c h e d t h e p a r k i n g g a r a g e , I d i s c o v e r e d 

n o t e v e r y o n e w a s i n s u c h a h u r r y . T h e p a r k 

i n g a t t e n d a n t t o o k h i s t i m e a s s i s t i n g a n o t h e r 

d r i v e r w h o w a s b l o c k i n g t h e e x i t . I a n t i c i 

p a t e d s l u g g i s h t r a f f i c b e c a u s e o f t h e w e a t h e r , 

b u t t h i n g s m o v e d s u r p r i s i n g l y w e l l u n t i l I 

w a s s t o p p e d b y a w r e c k o n m y e x i t . A f t e r a 

t e n - m i n u t e w a i t , I w a s o n m y w a y . A d v a n 

t a g e s N o c h a n c e o f g e t t i n g a s p e e d i n g ticket. 

D i s a d v a n t a g e s I t f e l t v e r y s l o w . I m e a n , w h o 

r e a l l y d r i v e s t h e s p e e d l i m i t i n A t l a n t a ? C o n 

v e n i e n c e 8 S p e e d 7 C o s t 9 ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

46 c e n t s ) C o m f o r t 10 O v e r a l l 8 

Bill on The Peach (MARTA bus), 
68 minutes 
L e f t t h e o f f i c e t e n m i n u t e s b e h i n d t h e g r o u p , 

t h e n w a l k e d fifteen m i n u t e s i n t h e r a i n t o t h e 

N o r t h A v e n u e s t o p ( h a l f h o p i n g i t w o u l d b e 

e a r l y f o r t h e 1 0 : 3 1 p i c k u p s o I ' d m i s s i t ) . A l a s , 

I a r r i v e d a t 1 0 : 2 4 a n d t h e b u s w a s o n t h e d o t . 

T h e s e a t s w e r e w e t b u t t h e b u s w a s p r e t t y e m p t y u n t i l t h e A r t s C e n 

t e r s t o p , w h e r e i t f i l l e d w i t h w e t t r a v e l e r s . A s w e p a s s e d P i e d m o n t 

H o s p i t a l , I w a s c o n c u s s e d b y t h e b l a s t w h e n a l a r g i s h w o m a n b e h i n d 

m e f a i l e d t o c o v e r h e r s n e e z e . A r r i v e d a t L e n o x c o v e r e d i n g e r m s — 

b u t o n l y t w o m i n u t e s b e h i n d s c h e d u l e . A d v a n t a g e s I t ' s a p u b l i c t r a n 

s i t a l t e m a t i v e t h a t ' s l e s s c l a u s t r o p h o b i c t h a n t h e t r a i n a n d a l l o w s l o t s 

( a n d l o t s ) o f t i m e f o r r e a d i n g . O k a y , a n d i t d i d r u n o n t i m e . D i s a d v a n 

t a g e s S t o p s a r e s o f a r a p a r t i t ' s n o t c o n v e n i e n t u n l e s s y o u ' r e a l r e a d y 
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WE'RE WATCHING YOU 
THERE ARE SURVEYS, t h e n t h e r e ' s r e a l i t y . W e h i t t h e h i g h -

\ \ a y s t o c a l l y o u o u t o n w h a t y o u ' r e actually d o i n g b e h i n d 

d i e w h e e l . 

: Y o u , g o a t e e d g u y i n t h e G M C 1 5 0 0 , h e l d y o u r h a n d s - f r e e 

d e v i c e w h i l e t a l k i n g . ( T i p : I t ' s h a n d s - f r e e . T r y i t . ) 

Y o u , m i d d l e - a g e d c o u p l e i n d i e w h i t e L e x u s w i t h t i n t e d 

w i n d o w s , d r o v e i n r u s h h o u r a n d n e v e r s p o k e t o e a c h 

o t h e r . ( T i p : T r y t h e r a p y . Y o u ' r e m a k i n g s f e e l w e i r d . ) 

; • Y o u , s t u d i o u s y o u n g l a d y i n t h e g r e e n C a m r y , t h u m b e d 

t h r o u g h a t e x t b o o k u i y o u r p a s s e n g e r s e a t a n d r e a d . 

Y o u , w o m a n i n t h e n i c e c r e a m E s c a l a d e w i t h g o l d r i m s , 

p i c k e d y o u r e a r , l o o k e d a t t h e r e s u l t , a n d w o v e d a n g e r 

o u s l y ( T i p : T r y Q - t i p s . T r y d i e m a t h o m e . ) 

• Y o u , t r u c k e r s g a l o r e , t a l k e d o n c e l l p h o n e s . ( T i p : Smokcy 

and the Bandit w a s a b o u t C B s , a n d i t w a s b a d a s s . ) 

' Y o u , g u y i n t h e n e o n g r e e n D o d g e C h a r g e r D a y t o n a , 

d r o v e a n e o n g r e e n c a r . 

Y o u , h e a v y s e t m a n i n t h e o l d - s c h o o l p o w d e r b l u e 

H o n d a , a t e a b u r g e r a t 9 : 5 1 a . m . ( R e q u e s t : T e l l u s w h e r e 

y o u c a n g e t a b u r g e r b e f o r e 1 0 a . m . ) 

Y o u , a t t r a c t i v e b l o n d e i n t h e b l a c k M i n i C o o p e r , 

d i s t r a c t e d u s . 

> Y o u , c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k e r i n t h e w h i t e C h e v y A s t r o , 

p i c k e d y o u r n o s e b u t d i d n ' t l o o k a t i t o r l e a v e y o u r l a n e . 

»You, b u s i n e s s m a n i n t h e M e r c e d e s E 3 5 0 , w r o t e a 

/oooooong text m e s s a g e . 

»You, s a m e g u y i n t h e M e r c e d e s , s a w u s w a t c h i n g a n d 

a w k w a r d l y p r e t e n d e d t o b e t a l k i n g o n t h e p h o n e . 

»You, m a n i n t h e b l u e B e r e t t a , g o t t h e b e e f o u t y o u r t e e d i 

w i t h a f l o s s s t i c k . ( T i p : K e e p o n f i g h t i n g t h e Y u c k M o u t h . ) 

»You, m a n i n t h e p u r p l e G r a n d A m , l a u g h e d h e a r t i l y a t a 

v i d e o o n y o u r m o b i l e d e v i c e . 

»You, e x - M a r i n e i n t h e b l u e G r a n d C h e r o k e e , h o n k e d a t 

u s f o r s l o w i n g t o 5 0 i n t h e 4 5 - m p h c o n s t r u c t i o n z o n e . ( T i p : 

S t o p b e i n g a j e r k . ) 

Zen of Commuting 
I F I W E R E A C R O W , an inkblot on an 
exhaust-veiled sky, the miles from 
home to office would be less than four. 
Asphalt-bound, they're less than five. 
Yet for thirty minutes or more I sit in 
commute, working my foot against the 
brake, accelerating in spasms across 
the city. 

There is not much of the day I'm 
completely alone, though, but here— 
albeit at any moment I may be within 
fifty feet of fifty people, separated only 
by thin sheets of glass and automobUe-
shaped metal. On the license plate of 
the mud-spattered Pathfinder to my 
right, a tiny bicyclist shouts Share the 
Road, a USA Triathlon sticker just 
alx)ve it. The driver, his left elbow 
propped on the vrindowsill, rests his 
head in his hand, peaceful. Yeah, he 
probably needs the break. A woman with 
a soft jowl and short, curly brown 
hair passes in a white Volvo station 
wagon, looking relaxed—and a little 
relieved. Someone just dropped offthe 
kids. We inch through the congested 
mess of Briarcliff meeting Ponce, past 
local landmark "Bicycle Shorts Man," 
leaning on his cane, constant as a mile
stone, his navy blue shorts hugging his 
endowment. Good morning'. 

Windows are cracked today; if s 
almost winter, but babny A zephjT, 
three months early and lightly laced 
with the scent of \varm tar, gusts 
through my sunroof, fiizzing my hair 
happily. Drive-time shtick drifts from 
the Mazda next door In my Eclipse, 
diough, the radio idles. The silence is 
unbroken, save for a muffled honk or 
die electronic heartbeat of a crosswalk 

signal—and thafs okay. As I ratfle. Free
dom to Andy Young to Spring, I'm dis
tracted in reverie, for the route by now 
is perfectly familiar. My paint-chipped 
coupe, like an old dappled mare, knows 
the way with little prodding. 

I've got to meet with the weddingplan-
ner to pick out invitations; I'll call her at 
lunch... Our editorial meeting's at ten, 
so I'll schedule my interviewfor eleven 
and make it back for another meeting at 
three. My stomach tightens. / wonder 
if I'll ever feel caught up. Ijustwantto 
sleep. It will all get done; it always does, it 
alwaysdoes, italwaysdoes... Here comes 
that homeless man again, shuffling with 
his cardboard "God bless you". ..I'mso 
lucky; I should be more thankful. I should 
really try to make it to church this Sunday 
... Dear God, please protect my brother. 
The Kevlar is not enough. 

My eyes are wet. 
At a stoplight, I pull up behind what 

must have been one of the first Geos 
to roll off the GM assembly line, dirty 
gray and dinged. Blighting its boxy 
rump are about a dozen bumper stick
ers, a vehicular attempt at Zen. Ques
tion reality. Mean people suck. Hatred 
can only be stilled by non-hatred. Speak 
your mind, even ifyourvoice shakes. Be 
the change you want to see in the world. I'd 
rather be here. 

I'd rather be here? On thisgodfor-
saken stretch of tar? I glance over at the 
vagrant, now sitting against a tree 
waiting for the next set of cars to form 
their lot at Boulevard. Ahead, the Wes-
tin with its punched-out teeth looms. 
A new breeze is captured. Yes. Yes, I 
would. — A M A N D A K . B R O W N 
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